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is true to say that 2019 has been a truly momentous year for Marist Rosalie. 

It has been more than ninety long years since our beloved school was first opened and while the halls 

and classrooms remain silent to the sounds of students and other noises that you expect from a 

school, the memories of stories from that great establishment are forever repeated by those who have 

any affinity with their past. 

There were three events held during the year: - 

 

• The Ashgrove Sports Day with members of the Rosalie Rugby Teams of 1959, 1969 and 1979 

invited to lunch at the Cyprian Pavilion. 

• The 90-year Anniversary event held at West’s Rugby Union club, Toowong on Saturday 8th. June 

with over 300 attendees. 

It was a truly memorable event.    

and  

• The Ashgrove Blue and Gold Lunch held at the Cyprian Pavilion on Friday 16th. August in the 

Cyprian Pavilion at Ashgrove College.   The invitation was extended to past students of Rosalie 

and Ashgrove who attended the Colleges from 1929 until 1979. 

1969 Re-union 

If you graduated from Rosalie in 1969 your mates are having their annual get together for 2019 in 

early November.  The date is still to be confirmed but if you finished in 1969 or were a class mate 

during any period at “Rosa” and would have completed Senior in 1969 had you stayed on, contact 

Peter Harris on 0412 118 426 or email him at pharris49@optusnet.com.au 

Class Re-unions 

However, the year is not complete.   There are quite a number of other Class Reunions planned by 

various years as we approach the festive season of Christmas. 

If you would like us to publicise your Christmas Class Re-union across the database please email Jim 

Griffith at jzgg@bigpond.net.au and we will contact the database to let them know the details of your 

event.   We will need to know Date, Venue and contact details of the organiser. 

Christmas Lunch 

For approximately five years Ron Gordon arranged for a lunch for the 1963 graduates which, over 

time, expanded into people attending from other years.    From twenty to fifty plus attendees came to 

this lunch annually at the The Gap Tavern but in 2018 Ron decided it was time for someone else to 

take over the reins and passed the baton on. 

We intend to continue this activity in 2019 and on Friday 29th. November the Christmas Lunch will 

be held in the Trophy Room at the Paddington Hotel.   

This lunch is open to anyone who has any synergy with Marist Rosalie and the invitation is extended to 

family, friends and past students of “Rosa”. 
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The details are as follows: - 

 
There is also a lunch special, rump steak 

and a lunch time menu to choose from. 

 
You will order and pay for your own.  

Drinks can be ordered and purchased 
from the bar. 

WHEN:  Friday 29th. November 2019 

WHERE: TROPHY ROOM, PADDINGTON TAVERN 

TIME:  12.00 Noon 

RSVP:  Tuesday 19th. November 2019 LATEST 

 Jim Griffith 

Maristrosa45@outlook.com or jzgg@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

mailto:Maristrosa45@outlook.com
mailto:jzgg@bigpond.net.au


 

MARIST ROSALIE
 

 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  

Jim Griffith 

E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  

Mobile: 0419 715 697 
 

 

 

Continuing “Rosa” Campaign 

 
As you are aware the campaign to re-open “Rosa” has been on-going for many years.   Past students have never lost 

hope in seeing Rosalie operate as a functioning school. 

 

I have reprinted an article published from the Courier Mail on 12th. October in full.    It factually states there is a definite 

need for a school.    However, when you read the article you will notice Doctor Doug Ashleigh has virtually closed down 

any opportunity for Rosalie to re-open on the present site.  

 

The history of our College is without parallel in the suburbs surrounding Paddington and Rosalie.    Some of the school’s 

notable alumni include an Archbishop (Bishop John Gerry), Premier of Queensland (Ned Hanlon), Judges, Politicians, 

Businessmen, Military personnel, Numerous Religious Order members, an Assistant Police Commissioner, Australian 

and Queensland Sporting Representatives and numerous Professional people.    Even in its dying days “Rosa’ was able 

to produce a Rhodes Scholar, something many schools would be proud of. 

 

What new school being established today would not be proud to have the history that Rosalie has?   Imagine a new 

College being opened in this day and age that could trace its roots back almost 100 years and proudly display the same 

history that is inherent in Marist Rosalie. 

 

It beggars belief that consideration was not given in 2008 to a more practical solution than that just closing Rosalie 

down.    There is no doubt the school had some severe limitations, but to throw away all of the history of the school 

onto the scrap heap rather than using some lateral thinking on how to retain it was short sighted.    The hierarchy 

needed to just ask themselves one simple question.  Was there a better way to use the facilities and/or history that was 

there and not waste such a valuable asset? 

 

Rosalie History could have, and could, even now, still easily be transitioned into a new school. It could be in a different 

location, seizing all of its past history and preserving it for posterity. 

 

It is a far better story than advertising a school as something new.  Many “Old Boys” have a good story to tell to new 

students about their experiences at “Rosa” in a new school. 

 

Many schools in Queensland and Australia have successfully transitioned its history to newly established colleges.    A 

new school could easily pick up the memorabilia and DNA from “Rosa” and all of its 93 years of tradition. 

 

The other factor which would be important to the future of a new school using the “Rosa” tradition would be running 

and operating the new school in the Marist Tradition. 

 

A shining example of how this has been done successful is by using schools like St. Columban’s, Caboolture.    I have 

included an excerpt from their School Website.   The whole store can be read on http://www.stc.qld.edu.au/our-
story/Pages/History.aspx 
 

There is absolutely no reason why the same process could not be replicated with Marist College, Rosalie. 

 

TIMES CHANGE (St. Columban’s) 
 
In 1985 the Congregation of the Christian Brothers formally handed the College over to the 

Brisbane Catholic Education Office. Shortly after, the primary school was phased out with St 

Columban’s focusing of the offering secondary education in Years 8-12.  To ensure the 

viable future of St Columban’s College a decision was made in 1995 to relocate the campus 

to Caboolture. Preparations commenced for a new co-educational campus with an inventory 

created of how and what to move from the Albion site in order to preserve the best qualities 

of this remarkable College with its long history. 

http://www.stc.qld.edu.au/our-story/Pages/History.aspx
http://www.stc.qld.edu.au/our-story/Pages/History.aspx


 

MARIST ROSALIE
 

 
 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  

Jim Griffith 

E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  

Mobile: 0419 715 697 
 

 

Courier Mail Article 

Many of Brisbane’s inner-city Catholic schools 

fielding surging enrolment demands 
Catholic schools across Brisbane’s inner-suburbs are experiencing a surge in 
demand for places, with a push to reopen a prestigious historic college to help cope. 

Stephanie Bennett, Education Reporter, The Courier-Mail 

Subscriber only 

October 12, 2019 12:00am 

BRISBANE’S Catholic schools are bursting at the seams in parts of the 
inner-city, with parents forced to face long waiting lists or turn to state 
schools alternatives. 

Analysis by The Courier-Mail shows multiple Catholic schools including Hawthorne’s Lourdes Hill 
College and Kangaroo Point’s St Joseph’s Primary School have seen their enrolments jump by 
more than 25 per cent from 2013 to 2018. 

Meanwhile enrolments at St Laurence’s College in South Brisbane grew by more than 20 per cent, 
St Joseph’s College Gregory Terrace by 17 per cent and Indooroopilly’s Brigidine College by 16 per 
cent. 

Students at Lourdes Hill College, which has seen a growth in enrolments. 
 

https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/singlesex-schools-could-be-the-key-to-closing-the-gender-pay-gap-researcher-claims/news-story/eeab92bee50a98fd8ab622414a8e8584
https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/singlesex-schools-could-be-the-key-to-closing-the-gender-pay-gap-researcher-claims/news-story/eeab92bee50a98fd8ab622414a8e8584
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But the growth may not be enough to get supporters passionately 
lobbying for the reopening of the historic Marist Brothers College 
Rosalie the result they want. 
 
Brisbane Catholic Education’s acting executive director Doug Ashleigh said demand was 
outstripping enrolments in certain areas, and “was particularly high in the inner-city and city-
fringe areas”. 

“A number of Brisbane Catholic Education schools and independently-operated Catholic schools 
have wait-lists,” he said. 

There are currently about 306 Catholic schools in Queensland, with about 149,000 students.  

Inner-city public high schools Brisbane State High School and Kelvin Grove State College have 
seen their student numbers surge by at least 30 per cent in five years. 

Marist Brothers College Rosalie operated for 80 years before its 
controversial closure in 2008.  
 

Dr Ashleigh shut down Marist Brothers College Rosalie potentially reopening to cope with demand. 

The high-profile school operated for 80 years before controversially closing to much protest in 2008. 

The Courier-Mail understands there would be a meeting held next week to discuss the potential future 
for the parish-owned site, which is now partly known as the Lavalla Centre. 

Supporters of reopening at the Fernberg Road site said it was “short sighted” for the school to be 
closed in the first place, and that the growth in demand among inner-city suburbs should have been 
predicted. 

Republished from The Courier Mail October 12th. 
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Rosalie Bursary 
 
At the 90th. Anniversary Function we presented details of an announcement of by Marist College 

Ashgrove of a “Marist College Rosalie Bursary”  

 

A copy of that letter is included in this Newsletter for those that did not attend the function. 

 

In 2018, Neil Morris, Marist College Rosalie Old Boy (Senior 1968) donated $9,000 towards funding this 

Bursary and also made a further generous $9,000 donation in 2019. 

 

Neil started the ball rolling and we wish to expand this initiative and increase the availability of funds 

to provide the Marist College Bursaries through the Champagnat Trust, which will ensure any donations 

are fully tax deductible. 

 

Marist Rosalie Bursary Letter 
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How to donate? 

The mechanism we can use to contribute to the Rosalie Bursary is via the Champagnat Trust managed 

by Marist College, Ashgrove.  We will be requesting donations to support education for 

underprivileged students for boys to be educated in the Marist tradition at our functions. 

Why do we do it that way? 

Rosalie does not have a Trust and by using the Champagnat Trust to manage any donations this 

arrangement ensures that donors receive official receipts and can claim donations on their Annual Tax 

Returns.    
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Ashgrove Vintage Blue and Gold Lunch  

Each year Marist Ashgrove invite “Rosa” Old Boys to attend the annual “Blue and Gold” lunch held at 

the Cyprian Pavilion.  The invitation this year included all “Old Boys” who completed their education 

up to and including 1979. 

For the past 5 years we have had up to 5 tables (10 per table) attend this function.   The lunch is 

restaurant quality and there is ample to drink even for the hardened drinker.   It is a good day out.  

We do have to listen to a lot about Ashgrove but while our cousins have always been adversaries to 

our school they have to be acknowledged for their achievements. 

However, they never forget our school and always pay tribute to us.   This can be seen by the painting 

of our greatest Principal Br. Cyprian Dowd on the back wall of where to lunch is held and the plaque 

which stand proudly near the entrance to the Cyprian Pavilion, where the lunch is held. 

This year we had 23 attendees. 

Back Row Left to Right: Mick Harvey, Michael Forrest, Kevin Southern, Mike Allen, George Blazak, John Galligan, 

Garry Burke.  

Middle Row: Peter Harris, Pat Toolis, Stan Macionis, Damien MacNamara, Barry Nowak, Rod Gerrard, David Clayton, 

Pat Lynch, Brian Iselin, Dennis Deering. 

Front Row: John McCotter, George Macionis, Paul Cummings, Jim Kelly, Robert Harris and Chris Begley. 
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Chris Begley did a reading at the Mass which preceded the lunch which was officiated by an Ashgrove 

Old Boy, Father Tom Duncan, an “Old Boy” of Marist Ashgrove from 2011 and also Father Michael. 
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Military Honour Board 

We will continue seeking out ex-pupil Rosalie Defence Force Veterans through our Newsletter, and other 

means, so we can honour former students of both Rosalie and Ashgrove Colleges, who have served our 

country, or are currently serving in all conflicts on Active or Operational Military Service including 

“Peacekeeping and Peacemaking” Service.  

This is an on-going job and as you are aware Brian Iselin has been collecting information for some 

twelve years now.    He has acquired the names many of ex-pupils who will be honoured.  

Since we commenced this Newsletter and contacted past students, we have become aware of three of 

our Rosalie students currently serving in operational units overseas.    

We are positive there are more out there and if you know any of them, we would like you to urge them 

to contact us so we can record and honour their services to our great country. 

Brian continues his search for veterans or their families to seek their permission for their names to be 

included on the Honour Board.    Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian is still looking for details on a few ex-pupils who have operational service: 

  

            Cyril Walker, WWII, POW, deceased (His son most probably also attended Rosa.) 

  

            Desmond Skehan, WWII, deceased. 

  

            George and Hector Godfrey, SVN? Malaya? 

  

            Mick Anderson, SVN, National Service, deceased. 

 

Should you wish for more information or can assist with the whereabouts of Old Boys who 

fit these criteria, please contact:  - 

 

Brian Iselin (07) 5471 2206 

e-mail:  abi240@bigpond.com 

or write: 23/21 Gracemere Blvd 

PEREGIAN SPRINGS QLD 4573 

 

mailto:abi240@bigpond.com
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From the Vault 

We always welcome contributions to the “Rosa” newsletter and a few weeks ago I received some 

wonderful pieces of memorabilia from Peter Cokley regarding his Dad Dr. Keith Cokley who graduated 

Senior at “Rosa” in 1938.   This will be of interest to any old boys from the 50’s and even earlier. 

Keith was a worthy graduate of Rosalie and just one of many high achievers who passed through the 

hallowed halls of that great establishment.   

 

As you delve further into the history of past students one can only be proud to have been educated in  

the same educational facility as men like Dr. Keith Cokley. 

 

If you have any stories, memorabilia or anything else you would like to share 

with other “old boys” please submit via email to 
maristrosa45@outlook.com 
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