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Rosalie Old Boys 

Rosa Old Boys are scattered widely, not just throughout Queensland but the whole of Australia and 

beyond our shores to other countries around the world. 

It is not uncommon in everyday business life, or other spheres of activity, to meet someone who has 

the same historical scholastic bonds as we do.    

If we travel through the Paddington neighbourhood with family, whether they be our children and 

grandchildren we will proudly indicate to them.  “See that place there, that is where I went to school’. 

We all have various memories of school and while some are good, some are not so good, we all 

survived those years. 

We remember various incidents and remember the personalities of teachers and fellow students.  

Whatever those memories are, there are very few of us who are not delighted to meet up with an old 

colleague of the school and tell a few tales and have a few laughs. 

Someone once said.  “We will be the same people we are in five years, except for the books we read 

and the people we meet”.  We have all gained in our life for having known each other. 

The aim of this newsletter is to provide past students with a tool that will keep people connected and 

allow them to rekindle lost friendships and relationships with each other.  

The plan is to produce the newsletter on a quarterly basis and disseminate information we glean from 

each other.   We need you, the recipients, to contribute stories of events or people and welcome 

receiving these on a regular basis. 

Up to the present time many students do meet spasmodically, in various groups.   We want to cast the 

net even wider and bring people from Rosa closer together and renew lost acquaintances.   

As 2018 comes to a close, it is important to embrace the spirit of Christmas not in just giving gifts to 

our loved ones but to be kind to our fellow man and to be generous and kind to those who are less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

We see the phrase “Peace on Earth and Goodwill to Men”.  Sometimes, we wonder with all the chaos in 

the world whether we can have peace and people will show goodwill to each other, but those with 

enduring faith and optimism believe we will. 

A Happy and Holy Christmas to all Past Students, members of the extended Marist Family and their 

families. 

Jim Griffith 
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History of Rosalie 

Marist Brothers College, Rosalie represents an enduring 

example of the history of Catholic Education in 

Queensland, and stands as testament to the influence 

and foresight of the great Catholic “architect” and 

“builder” of Brisbane, Archbishop James Duhig.  

In line with Archbishop Duhig’s vision the Rosalie 

monastery was the Marist Order's first house in 

Queensland and the foundation stone of the Marist 

Brothers' Monastery was officially laid on 29 July 1928.  

The school was officially opened on 20 February 1929 

by Archbishop Duhig. One hundred and thirty-five 

students were enrolled. 

In 1955 led by visionary Principal, Brother Cyprian 

Dowd (1935–41, 1953–59), school acquired 22 acres (89,000 m2) of bushland in the suburb of Fig 

Tree Pocket, in Brisbane’s west and rechristened the land “Lavalla”.  

Brother Cyprian, was a tireless worker and he “marshalled the troops" and over a six-month period the 

scrub was cleared by parents, old boys, students, members of the parish and a horse (named Dolly) to 

create four new sports ovals? The grounds were officially opened on 16 October 1955 by Monsignor 

Steele. 

At its peak, in the mid-1970s, the school (which also had junior years 4-7) had about 550 children 

enrolled. 

When it was announced in 2006 that the school would close 

in 2008 a group of old boys, business leaders, parents, and 

concerned Catholics calling itself "Save Rosa" formed the 

"Rosalie College Interim Board" and have lobbied to keep the 

school open or open another Catholic School on the site.  

The group has been successful in gaining official support from 

local and Queensland State politicians, local businesses and 

the community as well as behind the scene support from 

Catholic Orders, Catholic priests and senior public servants. 

The group, headed by high-profile businessman Barry 

Maranta approached the Brisbane Archdiocese with a 

business plan and approved curriculum but their offer was 

rejected without explanation.  

The school closed on 30 November 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Duhig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fig_Tree_Pocket,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fig_Tree_Pocket,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_Maranta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_Maranta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rosa_03.jpg
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MARIST COLLEGE ROSALIE SPORTS HISTORY - A TRIBUTE  

(EXTRACT FROM THE ASHGROVIAN) 

 
The Metropolitan Catholic Sports Association was formed in 1934. In the Senior Division of the MCSA, 

Rosalie won the Swimming Shield in 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1943, 1944 and 1948.  

 

In 1934, the College’s young cricketers won the Junior Championship. Members of that team included 

Pete Connolly (later judge Peter Connolly) and Tyson Donnelly (later Father Tyson Donnelly of the 

Sacred Heart Fathers). Two years after winning the Junior championship, Rosalie again proved too 

good for the competition and won the Senior Cricket Premiership in 1936.  

 

In 1937, the College signalled all competing schools that in future it would also be a force to reckon 

with in Athletics. Rosalie, in that year, easily won a Combined Catholic Colleges Carnival at the 

Brisbane Exhibition Grounds. In 1946, a young athlete from Rosalie came third in the 220 yards at the 

annual MCSA Athletics carnival. He was the late Hector Hogan. In 1954 at the Sydney Sports Ground, 

he became Australia’s most famous sprinter covering the 100 metres in 10.2 seconds, a world record 

time. In 1956 at the Melbourne Olympics he won the Bronze medal for the same event.  

 

Through the forties, Rosalie also dominated the Football competition. In 1940, the College won the 5 

stone 7 pounds premiership. Famous members of that winning side included John Gerry, later Bishop 

John Gerry, Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane. Another member of the 1940 premiership football team was 

Bernie Pease. Bernie’s brother John “Jack” Pease was captain. Bernie became Rosalie’s first 

international footballer, when he was selected in the Australian squad (Rugby League) which played 

France at Melbourne in 1951. After the War, Rosalie won the 5’7’’ premiership in 1944. The same team 

won the 6’7’’ premiership in 1945 and again in 1946 and the 7’7’’ premiership in 1947. In 1949, 

Rosalie won both the 6’7’’ and 7’7’’ premierships P. McIntosh crossed the line twenty-five times in the 

season for the 7’7’’ side.  

 

In 1956, Marist Brothers College Rosalie joined the TAS competition. That year Rosalie took its first 

title – the cricket premierships. The College’s A grade cricketers won the annual competition again in 

1960, 1961, 1968, 1969 and 1970. The Second eleven won its competition in 1969, which gave the 

College a double for that year.  

 

In 1966 and 1967, the College won the Tennis Premiership.  
 
The junior athletes won the TAS Junior Shield in 1960 and 1961 and in 1962 won the Senior Shield.  

 

There have been many individual sports stars. Queensland Rugby representatives include Peter 

Dawson, Greg Galligan, Barry Brown, Kent Warbrooke (also selected for the 1964 Wallaby trials), Ed 

O’Donoghue and Poutasi Laufutu while big, gentle Wallaby Stan Pilecki was a strength among 

Australia’s forwards for many years.  
 
In Rugby League, Brothers Club’s Reg Cannon, Barry Dowling and John Bourke also represented 

Queensland.  

 

In swimming, Bernard Delaney was one of Australia’s fastest breastrokers during the 1960’s.  
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In cricket, Rosalie was represented in 1975 in the combined TAS side by Mark McDade, Mark Funnell 

and Tony Marrinan. Outstanding Club cricketers in 70’s in QCA cricket were Wests many Donaldson 

brothers, Peter and Owen Driscoll, Valleys John Bourke, Uni’s Lou Mierzwa, and Barry Maranta to name 

a few.  

 

Another Rosalie Old Boy who gained international status in his chosen sport of cycling was Michael 

Victor. In the nine years from 1958 to 1966, Michael won twelve Queensland cycling titles. In 1975 

Michael was manager of the Australian team, officiated at the 1978 Edmonton Commonwealth Games 

and was director of Cycling at the 1982 Brisbane Commonwealth Games.  

 

No fewer than ten former Rosalie students have represented Queensland or have been state Athletics 

champions. Along with former world record holder Hector Hogan, athletics champions include John 

Reeves, Peter Moy, Paul Maughan, Louis Buttress–Grove, Michael Ryan, Michael Vanderbroek, Jim 

Ottaway, Brendan Higgins and Harry Williams 

 

Stan Pilecki was one of Australia’s Wallabies greatest front row forwards. Stan also had a distinguished 

career for Queensland, finally ending his representative career as the most capped Queensland Red 

and some 22 years after completing his third consecutive year in the Rosalie First XV in 1964. Stan’s 

gracious and gentle nature off the field and his hard play on the field for Australia have done Rosalie 

and his home country, Poland, proud.  

 

 

In 2013 Stan selected his Marist Brothers College Rosalie “All Stars” below and challenged any school 

team to match. 

  

Stan Pilecki’s Marist Brothers College Rosalie (“All Stars”) – Colours: Cerise and Blue  

 

1. Val Scalaro     12. Peter Dawson 

2. John Bourke     13. Ashley Warbrooke 
3. Stan Pilecki     14. Greg Galligan 

4. Ed O’Donoghue     15. Randall Robertson 
5. Tony Steel     16. Anthony Ongolea 
6. Mick Steel      17. Barry Brown 

7. Pat Banks      18. Reg Cannon 
8. Tasi Laufutu     19. Rohan Safolio 

9. Barry Dowling     20. Vince Boman 
10. Peter Thomas     21. Peter Bartlett 
11. Kent Warbrooke    22. Bernie Pease 
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Database 
 
For the past few years we have slowly building up a new database of past students from the Rosa.  We 

now have approximately 300 names and emails on the list but we are trying increase this number.   This 

is still a work in progress and we are keen to accelerate this number. 

   

We have had a lot of success in having names added to our mailing list simply by word of mouth.   It is 

surprising how many Rosa Boys out there in the community and they do turn up in the oddest places.  

If you can help with any additional names and email addresses please email me at 

maristrosa45@outlook.com 

Rosalie – 90 Years Old 

As you are aware, Rosalie was officially opened in 1929 and in 2019 it will ninety years since it 

commenced.  

It would be fitting that we arrange a celebration to mark the occasion. 

I have called a number of people regarding this and believe we 

should organise a combined group to plan what we should do. 

Some suggestions include having an event at the school with 

perhaps finger food, drinks around lunch time or late 

afternoon.  A tour of the school could be included.  We will 

have ample space at the school to hold this. 

Another suggestion was to hold the same event around lunch 

time then adjourn to West’s and watch a Rugby game in the 

afternoon, providing there is one on. 

One final suggestion is that we just hold something at the college and leave people to their own 

devices after having either morning tea and finger food. 

The timing which seems to best suit the facility there is going to April or May in 2019. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF ORGANISING THIS EVENT, PLEASE CONTACT 

MYSELF USING MY MOBILE OR EMAIL ADDRESS.  
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Rosalie Plaque 

 
Overlooking the main sports oval at Ashgrove is the Cyprian Pavilion and for those who have attended 

the annual lunches there, they could not help but notice the plaque proudly displayed at the entrance. 

 

This plaque is to honour the memory of Marist Brothers, Rosalie.  It sits as a permanent reminder that 

“the Spirit of Rosa lives on”. 

 

Each year the Ashgrove 1st XV take to the field in trial matches wearing a specially designed jersey 

which carries the crests of both Colleges. 
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Past Student Events – Ashgrove Lunch 

Approximately four years ago, John O’Hare, Past President and Committeeman of the 

Ashgrove Old Boys Association invited past students from Rosalie to attend their luncheon at 

the Cyprian Pavilion, Ashgrove College and while attendances have been quite good, we 

would like to see more attending this event.  The lunch is held on the last Friday during 

Exhibition week.    

Below is a photograph of most attendees from the August 2018 lunch although a couple went 

missing in action. 

Almost all of the members in the photo had some historical experience with the great man 

standing behind them, Brother Cyprian Dowd. 

Back Row: Graeme Shepperd, Michael Harvey, Geoff Lambkin, Michael Haydon, Keith Blackadder, Neal Eizenberg, 
John Young, Pat Lynch, Bill Cusack, Pat Toolis, George Blazak, Ross Towner, Bill Wolfe, Henry Zuk, John Purcell, 
Br. Tony Rose (Former college Principal).  

Centre Row: Greg Cash, Robert Harris, Peter Harris, Don Scali, Peter Foley, Jim Griffith, Dennis Deering, Brian 
Iselin. Front Row: Tommy Forster, Chris Begley. 
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Christmas Lunch 

Approximately five years ago Ron Gordon 

started a lunch at The Gap Tavern.  This was 

attended by students from around the early 

1960’s but it gained popularity and in 2017 

over fifty past students attended.   A copy of 

photos from this lunch are included below. 

A big thank you to Ron for organising this over 

the past few years. 

In 2019, Ron has stepped down from 

organising this. However, I am sure everyone 

is keen to see this event continuing. 
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Military Honour Board 

At the 2018 Ashgrove luncheon this Anthony Collins showed a slide of a mock-up of a 

proposed Honour Board for Veteran ex-pupils and he explained that it was to honour former 

students of both Rosalie and Ashgrove colleges who served our country in all conflicts on 

Active or Operational Military Service including “Peacekeeping and Peacemaking” Service. 

This of course does include National Service personnel who have this Service. 

Brian Iselin has been collecting information on this for some twelve years now and have lots 

of ex-pupils who will be honoured on this Board. This was originally arranged with the then 

Rosalie Principal, Brother Peter Corr to go ahead and gather this info on behalf of Rosalie. 

Adverts were placed in various papers and journals requesting them to respond to me so that 

I could email the forms. Have had a good response but just a few have eluded me. 

It is possible that you may know of others about whom we know little but have given service.  

This may include parents, relatives or grandparents. 

In particular, Brian is searching for four veterans, or their families, to seek their permission 

for their names to be included on the Honour Board. 

 

             Vietnam:         Frank Lee 

              Vietnam:  Graham Finlayson 

             WWII:  Des Skehan (dec’d) 

                   WWII:  Cyril Walker POW (dec’d) 

 

Any information you can gather on any of the above names, would be greatly appreciated. 

Should you wish for more information or can assist with the 

whereabouts of the above Old Boys or their families please 

contact: 

Brian Iselin (07) 5471 2206 

   e-mail:  abi240@bigpond.com  

   or write: 23/21 Gracemere Blvd 

        PEREGIAN SPRINGS QLD 4573 

 

mailto:abi240@bigpond.com
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Obituaries 

During the past twelve months we have lost members of the Marist old boys including a former 

principal of the college.    

Br Ray Mulvogue FMS 1939 - 2018 

Brother Raymond Mulvogue served two terms as principal of 

Marist Brother’s, Rosalie.  The first period was from 1977 – 

1982 and the second period from 1989 until 1990. 

Brother Raymond passed away suddenly in October of this 

year in the United States from a heart attack. 

Brother Raymond was a much loved and respected 

Leader of the Marcellin House Community at Randwick. 

A Mass and a Christian Burial for Brother Raymond John 

Mulvogue FMS was offered at St. Joseph's College, 

Hunters Hill on November 14, 2018. 

 

 

John Paddock 1946 - 2018 

John Paddock was a student of Marist, Rosalie from 1959 

until 2003.   

John Passed away peacefully after prolonged illness 

surrounded by his loving family on Sunday, 28 January, 

2018.  

John is survived by his loving wife Mary Anne and his 

children Sean, Kellie and Corey. 

John was well liked by everyone that knew him and he was 

a gentleman with a kind and giving personality. 
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Bishop John Gerry 1927 - 2017 

Bishop Gerry was born in 1927. He lived in Brisbane and 

was educated at The Convent and Marist Brothers College, 

Rosalie. He was ordained in Rome in 1950.    

He served as parish priest at Coolangatta/Burleigh Heads, 

St Stephen’s Cathedral, Stafford and Herston. He was 

episcopally ordained in 1975 and was the first Queensland-

trained priest consecrated as a Bishop. 

At an Archdiocesan level, Bishop Gerry held office as Vicar 

General and Vicar for Social Welfare. He held office as the 

Chairman of Australian Catholic Relief. 

He distinguished himself with as a member of the Social 

Welfare and Health Care committees of the Australian 

Bishops’ Conference and the Christian World Service Commission of the National Council of Churches. 

Internationally he acted as the Executive of the Federation of Catholic Bishops’ Conferences.  

Stan Pilecki  

Known as ‘The Pole’ throughout his career, 

Stan was born in Augustdorf, Germany in 

1947 to Polish parents, who migrated to Qld. 

when Stan was just three years old.  

 

Stan was first introduced to the game of 

Rugby at his school, Marist Brothers Rosalie, 

before being first connected with his beloved 

Wests Rugby club at the age of 15.  

In his Biography titled “Stan” he attributes 

Brother Dionysius (Bernie Hatfield) to getting 

him started playing Rugby.  Stand was tall and 

skinny, and “Dio” as he was then known, put 

him in the second row and as they say the rest 

is history. 

Stan was fiercely loyal to his friends and family.  His generosity and charity to friends and family knew 

no bounds and his service at St. Stephen’s drew a packed house.   The after service at West’s Rugby 

Union Club at Toowong was packed and the personalities who attended read like a who’s who from 

Rugby History. 

The award of the Stan Pilecki awarded each annually for Queensland’s best played is a legacy which 

will remain, hopefully forever. 
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Brother Cyrus (John) Callaghan  

1928 - 2018 

Br. Cyrus was born in Brisbane and educated at 

Rosalie and completed his schooling in 1946. He 

received the habit in 1947 and professed First 

Vows in 1948. He made perpetual profession at 

Mittagong in 1953. He lived as a Marist Brother for 

71 years. 

Like many Brothers of his era, he had little 

preparation for his ministry as a teacher. From the 

Novitiate he went to Darlinghurst for his first six 

months, and then to St Joseph’s Hunters Hill. He 

had no Scholasticate and no opportunity to pursue 

studies.  

His lack of formal qualifications did not prevent 

him from developing into a very competent 

teacher and an effective Deputy and Principal.  

Br. Cyrus endeared himself to his students for his 

gentle manner, and ex-students still tell stories of 

his personal kindness.  

He was a cultured man; enjoyed classical music and had a deep knowledge of Opera which he 

particularly loved. In his healthier years, when he was mobile, he attended concerts whenever he 

could. 
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Brother Benet Bourke (Edmond) 

1928 - 2018 

  
Edmund John Bourke was born in 

Mareeba, Queensland and was educated 

at St Augustine’s, Cairns before leaving to 

begin the Juniorate at Mittagong in 1945.  

 

He made his first vows in 1948, his 

perpetual profession in 1954 and took the 

Vow of Stability in 1967.  

 

He was nine years at Rosalie and had a 

total of six and a half years at St 

Augustine’s, where he was Principal for 

three years.  

 

From 1965 to 1976 he was at Hamilton 

and for the latter part was Deputy. During 

this period, he completed a Masters in 

Science while teaching full time.  

 

He was appointed to St. Joseph’s, 

Hunter’s Hill in 1978 and there he 

remained. Ben loved the College, its 

community, the ex-students, staff and 

students. He was admired and respected 

for his great commitment as a teacher 

and as a Brother.  

 

A “no-nonsense” man who was blessed 

with boundless common sense and 

practical ability, He didn’t like to sit 

around idle and valued the challenge that 

tasks offered. He could be direct, but was always helpful. The epitome of generosity, he refused no 

request and delighted in being able to assist. 

 

Have a Happy, safe and Holy Christmas.   May God 

Bless you and your families. 


