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Rosalie Old Boys 

The year 2019 completed the Rosa Old Boys first full year of rejuvenation. 

The highlight of 2019, from a Rosalie perspective was the 90-year Re-union at Wests Rugby Union 

Club, with a multitude of “Old Boys” attending.   There were quite a number of Class re-unions and 

also a wider school community with lunch at the Paddington hotel where approximately 80 to 90 got 

together to celebrate the oncoming festive season. 

The day was a complete success and the Paddington Hotel provided us, free of charge, the trophy 

room for the event. 

Peter Casey spoke at the lunch about the Marist “Strength in Numbers” program and how this program 

provides the mechanism to support the Rosalie Bursary.   Neil Morris followed up with why his initial 

donation to the Rosalie Bursary is important to ensure underprivileged boys can be educated in the 

Marist Tradition.    The Bursary balance now sits at $18,550. 

There are boys out there that can, with our help, have the benefit of a Marist Education.    Any 

donation, large or small, will make a difference.   At the cost of one cup of coffee per week the Bursary 

will increase by over $250 per annum.   If we extrapolate that by a hundred or two hundred old boys 

the amount will grow significantly, very quickly. 

Rosalie Bursary 

In 2019, the announcement was made by Marist College Ashgrove for establishment of a Marist 

College Bursary for families of boys in need so they can be offered education in the Marist tradition. 

This year the bursary will be offered to a selected student.   The family of the boy offered the bursary 

will be asked if they wish to be named.  They are given that choice as a matter of privacy. 

We are proud to communicate that some of our Rosalie past students have made donations to the 

Bursary and we are hoping more will contribute as time goes on.   

The best way to give is through the “Strength in Numbers” program.   The reason being is that this 

program becomes the mechanism so that Tax Deductions can be made for any monies donated.    

Strength in Numbers 

“Strength in Numbers” is a program that is aimed providing a 
Marist Education for deserving boys who would otherwise 

miss out due to family circumstances. 

SOMETIMES IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW, AS INDIVIDUALS, 

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO OTHERS IN OUR 

COMMUNITY, HOWEVER COLLECTIVELY AS A GROUP WE CAN. 
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For those who have received a Marist Education, you will know that you have not only gained an 

education and strong values, but you have also gained a network of friends for life. 

The Champagnat Trust’s new collective fundraiser ‘Strength in Numbers’ is an opportunity for groups of 

Old Boys to come together to maximise the impact of their tax-deductible donations, big or small. 

How the Program Works 

Sponsor a day boy or a boarder for their senior years at Marist College Ashgrove with the option to 

support them through Years 7 to 12. 

Individual donors combined with 40 others, such as the ‘Class of ‘81’ will see the impact of a weekly 

individual donation of just $15 raise enough to cover a boarding student’s tuition for the year. Or 

maybe it’s the combination of the 1st XV rugby team of 1975 who could raise funds to cover a day 

boy’s tuition. 

You can truly make a difference as an individual if you come together as a group. So, grab your mates 

from school and give a young man the same opportunity you have had at Marist College Ashgrove. 

What to Do 

I have included the form for donations in Appendix A of this newsletter so print it from there.  If you 

need assistance, email me and I will email the form back to you. Fill out the donation form and send it 

to the Foundation Department indicating in your email this donation is for the “Rosalie Bursary” 

email: Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au or Mail to:  Marist College Ashgrove Foundation – PO Box 

82, Ashgrove West Qld 4060 

Bushfires and Drought 

The year 2019 was devastating for many with the drought and then followed up by raging bushfires 

which saw a number killed, while many lost their homes and businesses.    

We have seen many Australians help out their relatives and friends through the ordeal.   It is the 

Australian way to dig deep, to help out when times are tough.   

I had a call regarding Mark Hogan - son of Rosalie’s Olympic Athlete and World Record Holder in the 

1950’s, Hec Hogan, that he had lost his home in the bushfires.  

His brother, who is a good friend of our caller, and his two sisters, have organised a GoFundMe 

campaign to help them get through a very tough time.  

They lost everything except their pets, some clothes and, thank goodness, Hec's memorabilia. The link 

to the GoFundMe page, explains everything, is  https://au.gofundme.com/f/mark-hogan-

and-family-fire-fund   

Below is a story written about Hec in 2010 where Journalist Mike Colman talked to Mark about his 

father and how much his medals and running gear means to him.  

 

 

mailto:Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au
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The Story of Australia’s Fastest Man 

 By MIKE COLMAN 

IT WAS 50 years ago to the day. Queenslander Hector "Hec" Hogan and his wife Maureen were in 

Brisbane Hospital listening to the live radio broadcast of the final of the 100m sprint at the Rome 

Olympics. 

The gun went off and just over 10 seconds later, as the runners passed the finish line, Hec Hogan died. 

"It was the race he should have been in," Maureen, now Mrs Berkeley, said yesterday. 

"I can't remember who rang us from Rome, it might have been Herb Elliott. He told us to listen and 

when the race finished Hec was gone." 

Hogan, born in Rockhampton 29 years earlier, was Australia's greatest male sprinter. 

Seven times Australian 100 yards champion, just four and a half years before his tragic death from 

leukaemia he equalled the world record for the 100 yards on a grass track in Sydney. 

That same year he had finished third in the 100 yards at the Commonwealth Games in Vancouver and 

at the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne he took the bronze medal in the 100m behind Americans Bobby 

Morrow and Thane Baker. He remains the last Australian to win a medal in the Olympics' blue riband 

event. 

Video footage of that race shows Hogan in lane six getting off to a good start, falling back in the middle 

of the race and fighting back to be just pipped by Baker for second on the line. On the dais he gives an 

almost shy wave to the ecstatic home crowd as he accepts his medal. 

Later he got up from a packed press conference and walked over to greet his wife, who had just 

entered the room. It would never be that good again. 

It was less than two years after his dazzling performance in Melbourne that Hogan began to feel 

unwell. Short on energy and unable to produce the lightning-fast jump from the blocks for which he 

was renowned, he continued to compete, even bringing home another bronze medal as part of 

Australia's 4x100m relay at the 1958 Commonwealth Games in Cardiff. Even so, he knew something 

was desperately wrong but no one could tell him what it was. 

"It was finally a doctor in Townsville who diagnosed leukaemia and gave him six months," Maureen 

said. "By that time, it was so far gone. We would have gone anywhere in the world, but there was no 

one who could help him. It was a very difficult time. We had no money, unlike athletes today. My 

mother made the running shorts he ran in at the Olympics out of bridal satin." 

Olympic historian Harry Gordon, who got to know Hogan well through covering track and field as a 

young reporter, described him as "the quintessential Queenslander". 
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"He was very laconic, very laid-back, but once he got down on the blocks to compete, he just 

exploded. That was his trademark, this astonishing jump when the gun went off. The way he could 

synchronise his start with the gun was amazing; his instincts were superb." 

An old boy of Marist Brothers College Rosalie, Hogan was also a handy rugby player and world-class 

long jumper. 

"The first time he asked me out he said, 'Would you like to see me run?'," Maureen recalled. "I knew 

nothing about athletics but we went out to St Lucia for the Queensland or Australian titles. Well, he 

won the 100, the 220, the hop, step and jump and the relay. The next day the name Hogan was 

splashed over the papers. I remember thinking, 'Oooh'." 

Hogan's son Mark, now in the building trade on the NSW south coast, was just four years old when his 

father died and has no memories of him. 

"My mother has told me a lot about him and she's given me all his old scrapbooks and press clippings," 

he said. 

"I've spoken to a lot of people who saw him compete or ran against him. They all tell me he was an 

exceptional sprinter who would compare well with the runners today. 

"Mum has given me all his old medals and trophies and I've got his spikes and starting blocks which I'll 

pass on to my kids one day. The only thing Mum has kept is his racing singlet. She'll never part with 

that." 

In an era when athletes have agents and endorsement deals, and their form at nightclubs receives as 

much interest as anything they do on the track or in the pool, knockabout family man and refrigeration 

mechanic Hec Hogan has been largely forgotten. But according to three-time Olympian Rick Mitchell, 

who has researched Hogan's life for a proposed biography, he should be remembered as one of 

Australia's all-time greats. 

"I've always felt he is a forgotten hero," he said. "He won national titles, Commonwealth medals and 

equalled a world record. On those results alone you have to rate him very, very highly, but at the end 

of the day one thing stands out: he got on the Olympic podium in the 100m and no other Australian 

has been able to do that since." 

In 1954 Hogan competed in the Australian national championships in the 100 yards, 220 yards and 

long jump – and won the lot. In the same race that he equalled the world record of 9.2 seconds for 

100 yards he also equalled the world mark of 10.2 seconds for the 100m but because a woman was 

running, it was not officially recognised. His record of seven national sprint titles has never been 

broken. 

The words on the grave headstone in Nudgee cemetery say it all: "Hector Hogan – Athlete". 
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Christmas Lunch 

We had an extremely good turnout to this event.   It goes to prove that the comradery between “Old 

Boys” from Rosa still exists.   Many guys came up to me after the lunch and said: “When is the next 

one”?    I told them we are strongly considering an encore to the 90th. Rosalie Anniversary in June, but 

with some refinements.   Keep your eyes peeled for the announcement.  As soon as Chris Begley, Tony 

Buckley, Tony Farrell and myself can put our heads together we will start mapping out the program.   

 

Included below are photos from the Christmas event at the Paddo Hotel: - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

ALAN WHIMP, TOM FORSTER, PETER HARRIS KEVIN WHIMP, ALAN WHIMP, TOM FORSTER, STEVE CLOKE 

NOEL TANZER, PAUL CUMMINGS, GEORGE SYLKARSKI JIM HOOPER AKA JIM DIAMOND ("THE ENTERTAINER") 

MICHAEL CAVE, MICHAEL TANZER, NOEL TANZER TERRY WHIMP, ALEX TERWIJN, JACCIE DAWSON 
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DENNIS FOSTER DEERING ALEX TERWIJN, JACCI DAWSON, RAY CANNARD, MARIE CANNARD, JEAN SIBLEY, 

ROBERT SIBLEY 

PETER ROTOLONE, CHRIS BEGLEY ED COSTELLO, KEITH LINNANE, BRIAN ISELIN 

DICK "MR. CRICKET" LOKIC, RON CLOUGH, MICK CAMPBELL, DAVID 

CONNOLLY, PAUL HARDIKER 

CHRIS BEGLEY, HENRY MARZALEK, BARRY NOWAK, JIM KELLY 

ARTHUR PONTING, CEC KOJROWICZ, PAUL TOOLIS, PETER COMAN 
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L to R -Geoff Lambkin, Stan Macionis, Kevin Whimp, Michael Forrest, Henry Marszalek 
 and Barry Nowak 

Class Reunions 

This year, thanks to Owen Driscoll, we only received one photograph of a class re-union. 

Each year the Class of ’72 

catch up in Melbourne Cup 

week (Friday 6pm) at the 

Paddington Tavern. All Old 

Boys this year were past 

members of the ‘71/’72 ; 

1st XI & 1st XV 

representative squads. 

  

This is a standing annual 

reunion, a unique event 

following a long tradition. 

  

Hold the invitations and the 

RSVPs just come as you 

are.  

 

Be there for our 
48th birthday in 
2020. 
  
Our partners did actually attend  
but were AWOL for the photo. Left to Right: Vince Boman, Peter Moore, Mick Allen, Bill Jeffcoat, 

Ray Willey, Bill Sweeney, Beven Bowe, Owen Driscoll. 
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Upcoming Re-unions 

Alex Terwijn has advised us that the Marist Years classes for those that attended from 1968 until 1970 

will be having their fifty (50) year reunion later in this year and if anyone has any contact details for those listed 
could they email them to me – Alex Terwijn aterwijn@bigpond.net.au 

Listed below are students from that era, some are deceased many are contactable and some are 

uncontactable.   If you can help with their whereabouts please contact Alex. ASAP. 

  MARIST ROSALIE CLASS 1968 - 1970  

 HAVE EMAIL ADDRESS BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT DECEASED 

    

GRADE 10 Michael Henderson Peter Barker                     Paul Burrows 

 John McClelland Tony Catania                  Greg McKenniary                  

 Lawrence Murphy David de Witt                  Kevin Murphy    

 Terry Whimp Paul Fowler                     Brian Purtell   

 John Semple Barry Gordon                  John Spencer   

 Phillip Stitt David Grant                    Barry Thomas   

 Phillip Gott Frank Herne                    Barry Geoghegan  

  Clive Josey                      Terry Handy    

  Peter Lawrence  

    

GRADE 12 Joe Begley Paul Behm Frank Banks 

 Colin Connell Robert Cloake John Briscoe 

 Brian Donaldson John Dryswicki Mario Costa 

 Peter Driscoll Michael Hallam Peter Donaldson 

 John Flynn Peter Dominik Sam Turrisi 

 Terry Kane   

 Peter Kearney   

 Kevin Lambkin   

 Mark McCosker   

 Clive Murphy   

 Gary Sawyer   

 Alex Terwijn   

 Terry Willey   

 Harry Stalewski   

 John Purcell   

 Barry Fitzgerald   

 Leon Gordon   

 Robert Goosem   

 Steve Swain   

 John Scown   

 Alex Didgeoannis   
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Database 

For the past few years we have slowly building up the database of past students for Rosa.  We now have 

approximately 800 names and emails on the list but we are trying increase this number.   This is still a 

work in progress and we are keen to keep building. 

   

We have had a lot of success in having names added to our mailing list simply by word of mouth.   It is 

surprising how many Rosa Boys out there in the community and they do turn up in the oddest places.  

If you can help with any additional names and email addresses please email me at 

maristrosa45@outlook.com 

If you have a brother, relative, son, father or friend who attended Rosa and you are either passing them 

a copy of this Newsletter please pass their details to us or get them to email us with their details so we 

can record their names in our database.   It would be beneficial also to provides us with a mobile number 

and the years they attended the college.    

 
 

Class Lists 
 
We have been receiving requests for class lists of past students for guys who want to establish their 

own class re-unions.   We would like to help in this regard but we have a couple of problems. 

 

Quite a low percentage of people we have on our database have provided us with their years spent at 

the College and while we have requested these on a couple of occasions only some are forthcoming.   I 

will endeavour to email all of those who we don’t have in the approximately one month to guys where 

we are short on details. 

The other problem is that some guys did not complete Year 12 and left earlier.  Therefore, they can 

become slotted into a list with other guys that they were not in that year with.  For example.  If you 

completed Year 10 in 1970 there is no way the system can determine you should be in the same list as 

those who completed completed Year 12 or Senior in 1972. 

Unfortunately, someone decided to destroy all of the class rolls and we have no reference point to 

determine the last year you completed your education at Rosa.   We do need your assistance. 

When I do get around to emailing you guys that have not provided their years of education at the school 

please reply with the starting and completion year you attended the college. 

Past Student Events – Ashgrove Lunch 

Approximately four years ago, John O’Hare, Past President and Committeeman of the Ashgrove Old 

Boys Association invited past students from Rosalie to attend their Blue and Gold luncheon at the 

Cyprian Pavilion, Ashgrove College.    Attendances have been quite good but we would like to see more 

coming to this event.  The lunch is held on the last Friday during Exhibition week.    

This year the lunch falls on the 14th. August so put it in your diary and as time gets closer, I will be 

chasing you up for attendance.    Historically we have between 20 and 30 attendees.  The cost is 

approximately $40 and for that you get a restaurant quality meal and all you can drink. 

 

mailto:maristrosa45@outlook.com
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Calling Past Rugby Players – 1960 and 1970 

We will soon be on the hunt for Ex Rosa Rugby players who were members of the First XV in Years 1960 

and 1970 to attend the Sportsman’s lunch sometime in the footy season. 

You may remember last year we rounded up quite a number of players who were members of the 1959, 

1969 and 1979 teams.   Unfortunately, we could only get one from 1959 and that was Kevin Fitzgerald.   

We are hopeful that 2020 will see good attendance from our ex-players. 

If my memory serves me correctly, we had a “cracker” of a team in 1960 and we did actually beat 

Ashgrove that year.   That is a good reason to get a good representation of players to represent Rosa at 

the Champagnat Sports Lunch in 2020. 

It would be great if I could get a co-ordinator for each of those years, preferably the Captain, to co-

ordinate past team members. 

Please let me know asap if you were a Captain or member of the team for those years. 

Rosalie Plaque 
 
Overlooking the main sports oval at Ashgrove is the Cyprian Pavilion, and for those who have attended 

the annual lunches there, they could not help but notice the plaque proudly displayed at the entrance. 

 

This plaque is to honour the memory of Marist Brothers, Rosalie.  It sits as a permanent reminder that 

“the Spirit of Rosa lives on”. 
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Cricket Legends of Rosa 

In November 2019 two cricket legends from Rosalie were 

selected to represent Queensland in the National Veteran’s 

Over 70’s Cricket carnival in Adelaide. 

A photo of Ross Towner and George Blazak is displayed here 

proudly wearing the Queensland Baggy Maroon and ready to 

do battle with the opposition.   In is history now how 

Queensland went on to win the National Title in 2019.   

Both Ross and George were very handy cricketers in their day 

representing Valley District Cricket Club for many years. 

George played exactly 100 matches for Valley’s and was an 

outstanding fast bowler taking 295 wickets at an average of 

14.07. 

Ross Towner was a very accomplished spinner taking 242 wickets for the club at 19.79 piece. 

It should also be mentioned that Ross represented Australia in over 70’s cricket. 

I personally Umpired Ross in Over 40’s cricket, when he was well into his 60’s.   I turned up to adjudicate 

the game and along comes Ross and I questioned him what he was doing there and his reply was: “I am 

playing today, what are you doing here”.   His answer to that will never be written down here.   However, 

when Ross came out to bat, he hit a single then I told him how I was in awe of him gliding down the 

wicket like a gazelle.  It didn’t stop there.   They had him fielding as boundary rider and he whipped 

around the fence at terrific pace saving quite a few fours. 

Congratulations to these great guys and I am sure all Rosa guys who know these two are proud of their 

achievements. 

Obituaries 

Neil David Stafford: 08/10/1938 – 05/01/2020

It is with deep regret that I am sending this message to notify Past Students of Marist College, Rosalie 

of the passing of our fellow student and friend Neil Stafford. 

Neil grew up in Payne Street, Auchenflower, formerly Torwood, and was the older brother of Keith and 

Noel, both students of “Rosa”.   Neil Attended the 90th. Anniversary of “Rosa” in June and was able to 

catch up with past friends.   

Neil is survived by Beloved Lyn, wife for 55 years. Neil was a devoted and supportive Dad to Kathryn, 

Joanne and Angela and son-in-law Ian Dennis. He was a very much-loved Pop of Dylan, and his 

partner Elise, Xartiese, Remy and Dante Holdsworth and Darcy Dennis. 

Neil’s life was celebrated at a Funeral Mass at Christ the King Church, Churchill Street, Graceville on 

Tuesday 14th.  January 2020.   
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Obituaries (Continued) 

Bradley Lynch 

A very sad email was also received this week from Owen Strath regarding his friend and school mate 

Bradley Lynch. 

I write to you today with sad news, Rosa Old Boy, Bradley Lynch, graduating class of 1975 

sadly passed away 12/12/2019 from prostate cancer in New Zealand surrounded by family. 

  

I’m close friends with his daughter Emma who has passed on some photos from his days at 

Rosalie and would like them along with the information of his death provided to the Old 

Boys community. 

  

If you need any further information please don’t hesitate in contacting me at any time. 

  

Owen Strath 

0401568310 
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Military Honour Board 

At the 2018 Ashgrove luncheon this Anthony Collins showed a slide of a mock-up of a 

proposed Honour Board for Veteran ex-pupils and he explained that it was to honour former 

students of both Rosalie and Ashgrove colleges who served our country in all conflicts on 

Active or Operational Military Service including “Peacekeeping and Peacemaking” Service. 

This of course does include National Service personnel who have this Service. 

Brian Iselin has been collecting information on this for some fifteen years now and many ex-

pupils who will be honoured on this Board. This was originally arranged with the then Rosalie 

Principal, Brother Peter Corr to go ahead and gather this info on behalf of Rosalie. Adverts 

were placed in various papers and journals requesting them to respond to me so that I could 

email the forms. Have had a good response but just a few have eluded me. 

It is possible that you may know of others about whom we know little but have given service.  

This may include parents, relatives or grandparents. 

In particular, Brian is searching for four veterans, or their families, to seek their permission 

for their names to be included on the Honour Board. 

 

             Vietnam:         George and Hector Godfrey 

              WWII:  Des Skehan (dec’d) 

                   WWII:  Cyril Walker POW (dec’d) 

  ?:   Danny O’Brien (Ex Submariner) 

 

Any information you can gather on any of the above names, would be greatly appreciated. 

Should you wish for more information or can assist with the 

whereabouts of the above Old Boys or their families please 

contact: 

Brian Iselin (07) 5471 2206 

   e-mail:  abi240@bigpond.com  

   or write: 23/21 Gracemere Blvd 

        PEREGIAN SPRINGS QLD 4573 

 

mailto:abi240@bigpond.com
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From the Vault 
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Senior Class - 1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left to Right: 

W. Shears, J. Cloke, D. Wilson, A. Daniel, P. Smith, S. Armonasco, C. Reville, 

R. Forbes, J. Bowman, N. Frizziero, P. Cowie, W. Walker, G. Spencer, P. Campbell, 

C. Begley, P. Sawyer, W. Liddle, G. Marczyk, P. Corrigan, D. Cumner, P. Kenny, 

R. Webester, T. Lee, R. Hession. 

Absent: W. Math, P. Gleeson, T. Reid 

Senior Class - 1967 
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Appendix A – Strength in Numbers Donation Forms 



 

MARIST, ROSALIE
 

 

 
 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  
Jim Griffith 
E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  
Mobile: 0419 715 697 

 
 

 


