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Rosalie Old Boys 

WHAT CAN WE HOPE FOR IN THE MIDST OF A CRISIS? 

I well remember my aged mother keeping her refrigerator topped up 

when she lived alone in her unit. Each week I visited my first task was 

to remove the decaying fruit and veg and try to use up some of the 

frozen bread Mum had carefully stored in the freezer. My mother had 

lived in north Queensland and endured the great Depression and World 

War 2, to say nothing of the frequent cyclones and floods each summer 

brought. I often chided her for the refrigerator and pantry being 

overstocked but her reply was that one never knew when the next 

cyclone would hit nor when there would be a severe economic downturn. 

Thank goodness Mum is in heaven because her predictions have an eerie 

ring of truth today. What is there to be hopeful about this week? Not 

much if you listen to the constant news bulletins and read the latest 

texts from Telstra! 

I am reminded too of the destruction of Jerusalem in 587BC. The 

Babylonians descended and totally destroyed the city, killed most of the 

inhabitants and dragged the remaining peoples back to Babylon as slaves. Not much joy there either. 

It seemed like a catastrophe from which the surviving people of Israel would never recover. It was an 

end time. So they sat by the rivers of Babylon and sang and wept. But it was not the end. The writers 

of that time spoke of a hopeful future and a new Jerusalem and tried to build a culture of a better life 

more in keeping with the commands of God. Eventually Israel returned and the temple was rebuilt!! 

That’s a story in itself for another day. 

And what of those who witnessed the death of Jesus on the cross? Surely all their hopes and 

aspirations were gone and the prospect of a brighter future with Jesus the Christ had evaporated? 

Once again, we know that even that catastrophe was not the end of the story. Something happened. 

People discovered as they wept, prayed and reflected that God had not deserted them. They dug into 

themselves, they read the signs around them, they listened to the indwelling Spirit, they saw the Lord 

for themselves and they went out from their misery and fear to proclaim Him. 

It’s time to sing, weep, reflect. listen, gather our loved ones together at the table (with appropriate 

social distancing) and rediscover what really matters. The Italian people are under great stress but 

they are singing! The health workers are threatened but they go on saving lives where they can. The 

teachers are teaching remotely. The food industry is attempting to go “take away.” Families are 

learning to walk together. Kids are relearning basic hygiene. Church service are being viewed online. 
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Prayer apps are proliferating. Assistance for the most vulnerable is happening. Priorities everywhere 

are being reassessed. 

It’s never the end. It’s time to go to the basics. Jesus appeared to the assembled disciples, broke 

bread with them and opened their minds to the understanding of the sacred Scriptures. Bewildered and 

in fear as they were, He promised to send the Holy Spirit who would give them strength. That reminds 

me of the refrain in a popular psalm we sing: 

“Do not be afraid I am with you, I have called you by your name you are mine, I have called you by 

your name you are mine.” (Psalm 27.) 

Go gently and take stock in the current crisis. Break bread with your nearest and dearest. Listen to the 

voice of God as you reflect and pray for a better future. 

Br. Neville Solomon 

Corona Virus 

Much has been written and reported on the dreaded virus that has hit the world globally.   In life we 

seem to jump from one hurdle to another.   While many have now have fully or partially recovered 

from Droughts and Bushfires, we now have this contend with. 

We hope everyone acts sensibly and remains vigilant to catching this virus.    There is much advice on 

the Internet and through the community on how to live through this pestilence we also should be 

aware there is also plenty of “fake” news out there as well. 

As always, we hope and pray for all of our “Rosa “community especially those aging, that they keep in 

good health until this ordeal passes us by. 

If you are alone and isolating, let us know.  We can put you in contact with someone who 

can have a good chat to you especially about the good old days on the hill at Fernberg Road.  

My mobile is well advertised in the newsletter.  Feel free to call anytime. 

Re-union 

In June 2019 we held a re-union for the 90th. Anniversary of Marist College, Rosalie. 

Anyone, who attended the event at Wests Rugby Union will remember what a resounding success it 

was.  There were many requests to hold another e1vent again this year.    

In January this year Chris Begley, Tony Buckley and Tony Farrell and I sat down and started to discuss 

how we could improve on 1989 and we had lots of good ideas. 

Unfortunately, even the best forecasters could not have predicted what would happen in this year, and 

how all of our lives would all change. 

We have now reached the situation where we cannot accurately predict anything at the moment and 

everything is on hold. 

We remain prepared for everything to be restored to normality.   We must stay safe and risk free. 

We are optimistic that sometime between now and Christmas we might be able to plan an event such 

as a Christmas party to celebrate the end of this pestilence. 
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Rosalie Bursary 

In 2019, the announcement was made by Marist College Ashgrove for establishment of a Marist 

College Bursary for families of boys in need so they can be offered education in the Marist tradition. 

This year the bursary will be offered to a selected student.   The family of the boy offered the bursary 

will be asked if they wish to be named.  They are given that choice as a matter of privacy. 

We are proud to communicate that some of our Rosalie past students have made donations to the 

Bursary and we are hoping more will contribute as time goes on.   

The best way to give is through the “Strength in Numbers” program.   The reason being is that this 

program becomes the mechanism so that Tax Deductions can be made for any monies donated.    

Strength in Numbers 

“Strength in Numbers” is a program that is aimed providing a Marist 

Education for deserving boys who would otherwise miss out due to family 

circumstances. 

SOMETIMES IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW, AS INDIVIDUALS, WE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE TO OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITY, HOWEVER COLLECTIVELY 

AS A GROUP WE CAN. 

For those who have received a Marist Education, you will know that you have not only gained an 

education and strong values, but you have also gained a network of friends for life. 

The Champagnat Trust’s new collective fundraiser ‘Strength in Numbers’ is an opportunity for groups of 

Old Boys to come together to maximise the impact of their tax-deductible donations, big or small. 

How the Program Works 

Sponsor a day boy or a boarder for their senior years at Marist College Ashgrove with the option to 

support them through Years 7 to 12. 

Individual donors combined with 40 others, such as the ‘Class of ‘81’ will see the impact of a weekly 

individual donation of just $15 raise enough to cover a boarding student’s tuition for the year. Or 

maybe it’s the combination of the 1st XV rugby team of 1975 who could raise funds to cover a day 

boy’s tuition. 

You can truly make a difference as an individual if you come together as a group. So, grab your mates 

from school and give a young man the same opportunity you have had at Marist College Ashgrove. 

What to Do 

I have included the form for donations in Appendix A of this newsletter so print it from there.  If you 

need assistance, email me and I will email the form back to you. Fill out the donation form and send it 

to the Foundation Department indicating in your email this donation is for the “Rosalie Bursary” 

email: Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au or Mail to:  Marist College Ashgrove Foundation – PO Box 

82, Ashgrove West Qld 4060 

mailto:Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au
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Class Reunions 

If you are having a Class Re-union in 2020 and would like some assistance in publishing the details in 

our Newsletter please send us all details of the event and we will continue to update this in each 

quarterly issue of the Newsletter.   

Upcoming Re-unions 

 
Class of 1970 – 50 Year Re-union 

Alex Terwijn has advised us that the classes for those students that either finished Year 12 in 1970, or 

would have finished in 1970 had they completed Year 12, will be having their fifty (50) year reunion later 
this year (date TBA).  To register your interest please email Alex Terwijn at aterwijn@bigpond.net.au 

Listed below are students from that era, some are deceased, many are contactable and some are 

uncontactable.   If you can help with their whereabouts please contact Alex. ASAP. 

    
MARIST ROSALIE CLASS 

1968 - 1970   
  

  HAVE EMAIL ADDRESS BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT DECEASED 

GRADE 10 Michael Henderson Peter Barker                     John Spencer Paul Burrows 

  John McClelland Tony Catania                                 David Grant                      

  Lawrence Murphy Greg McKenniary Barry Thomas   

  Terry Whimp David de Witt                   Frank Herne                       

  John Semple Kevin Murphy Barry Geoghegan   

  Phillip Stitt Paul Fowler                      Clive Josey                         

  Phillip Gott Brian Purtell Terry Handy   

    Barry Gordon                   Peter Lawrence   

GRADE 12 Joe Begley Paul Behm   Frank Banks 

  Colin Connell Robert Cloake   John Briscoe 

  Brian Donaldson John Dryswicki   Mario Costa 

  Peter Driscoll Michael Hallam   Peter Donaldson 

  John Flynn Peter Dominik   Sam Turrisi 

  Terry Kane       

  Peter Kearney       

  Kevin Lambkin       

  Mark McCosker       

  Clive Murphy       

  Gary Sawyer       

  Alex Terwijn       

  Terry Willey       

  Harry Stalewski       

  John Purcell       

  Barry Fitzgerald       

  Leon Gordon       

  Robert Goosem       

  Steve Swain       

  John Scown       

  Alex Didgeoannis       

mailto:aterwijn@bigpond.net.au
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Class of 1974 

In 2020 a plan is in progress to hold a re-union later in the year for students who finished in 1974.   If 

you completed your education in Year 12 that year, we want to hear from you.   If you did not 

complete Year 12, but would have, had you stayed on, we also want to hear from you. 

 

Please send you Name, Email, Mobile Number and Year and level you finished at Rosa, to 

maristrosa45@outlook.com 

 
• Sam Lenti (he was Dux of the school in 1974) 

• Robert Raffa 

• Gary Machin 

• Paul Patterson 

• Chris Anstey 

• Peter Collier and his twin brother 

  
Santo Santoro who is co-ordinating this event says he is sure that he will remember a few more but for 

the time being that’s what my tired brain enables me to recall. 

 

If you can assist with additional names for this period at Rosalie please send their names and email 

address plus mobile if you have it to maristrosa45@outlook.com  

 

Email:  santo@santosantoro.com 

Database 

The Rosalie Database continues to grow.   While it is time consuming scanning through social media on 

the Internet it is still an excellent avenue for gathering missing students. 

 

We started looking for ex-students through LinkedIn and it has proved very fruitful.   We have managed 

to acquire approximately 150 new additions, taking our total to over 950.   The target we are now aiming 

for in the next month or so is 1,000.   This is a far cry from the original list we commenced with. 

 

You, our current past students are also vital to our success, so please encourage any “Old Boys” you 

know to send us their details.   You might also be surprised how many you have in your contacts. 

 

We have many on file who have brothers, or other family members who attended the school.     If you 

are one of those, it would be of great benefit if you could prompt them to contact us at 

maristrosa45@outlook.com, or send us their details including name, email, phone number and years 

they were educated at the “Rosa”.   Do not forget to indicate the level they completed at school 

 

By all means distribute this Newsletter to anyone who might be interested in reading it. If it is an “Old 

Boy” who does not receive it from us please send his details.    

 

During the month of February and into March we have been running a campaign to update information 

on Past Students, Staff and Friends of “Rosa” with the years they were at the college.   This has been a 

 

mailto:maristrosa45@outlook.com
mailto:santo@santosantoro.com
mailto:maristrosa45@outlook.com
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great success and we have now managed to record many with the year they completed their education 

at the school.    Of the 950 on our file, we now only require approximately 350 to complete the task. 

In the 1950’s, and even into the 1960’s, many boys did not complete Senior or Year 12.   We ask that 

they give us the years they were at the school and the level they attained.  We can then calculate what 

group of students they belong to had they completed the full term at the college.    This helps with events 

and re-unions if people are trying to locate past mates to attend.    

 

“Please Help us to Help you by registering with us”. 
 
An analysis of the numbers we have on file are detailed below: - 

1949 1  1969 18  1989 10  Teachers 36 

1950 2  1970 31  1990 15  &  

1951 1  1971 4  1991 4  Friends  

1952 1  1972 11  1992 7    

1953 0  1973 16  1993 4  

Emails 
w/- 54 

1954 1  1974 5  1994 8  no details  

1955 10  1975 28  1995 10    

1956 8  1976 3  1996 6  Names, 290 

1957 4  1977 16  1997 4  Emails,  

1958 7  1978 5  1998 5  No years  

1959 13  1979 14  1999 13  attended   

1960 6  1980 16  2000 9    

1961 9  1981 10  2001 3    

1962 23  1982 6  2002 5    

1963 31  1983 3  2003 8    

1964 14  1984 5  2004 7    

1965 9  1985 8  2005 7    

1966 15  1986 5  2006 8    

1967 29  1987 10  2007 4    

1968 19  1988 15  2008 10    

           

 203   229   147   380 

 

We have a large list of “Old Boys’ who have not provided us emails or the years they attended the 

college.    If you can assist with any information including email, mobile phone and years they 

attended we would be grateful. 

 

If you are trying to locate an old mate, perhaps we can help. 
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Ashgrove Blue and Gold Lunch 

Approximately four years ago, John O’Hare, Past President and Committeeman of the Ashgrove Old 

Boys Association invited past students from Rosalie to attend their Blue and Gold luncheon at the 

Cyprian Pavilion, Ashgrove College.    Attendances have been quite good but we would like to see more 

coming to this event.  The lunch is held on the last Friday during Exhibition week.    

This year the lunch falls on the 14th. August so put it in your diary and as time gets closer, I will be 

chasing you up for attendance providing the event proceeds.    Historically, we have between 20 and 

30 attendees.  The cost is $40 and for that you get a restaurant quality meal and all you can drink. 

It is highly unlikely that the lunch will proceed but we remain optimistic. 

Calling Past Rugby Players – 1960, 1970 and 1980 

We have continued tracking down Ex Rosa Rugby players who were members of the First XV in Years 

1960 and 1970 to attend the Sportsman’s lunch sometime in the footy season. 

This event which was scheduled for Saturday 16th. May has been postponed because of the Corona Virus 

situation.    We are hopeful this event can be rescheduled later in the year and we want to be able to 

confirm a date in the near future.   We will wait on advice from Marist College, Ashgrove and the AIC. 

Position 1960 1970 1980 

Full Back Kent Warbrooke Terry Willey Martin Elmes (VC) 

Wing Trevor Dart Alex Terwijn John Barden 

Centre Jim Buckley Brian Donaldson Brendan Tarte 

Centre 

Peter Dawson © Jaccie 

Dawson Graham Murray Anthony O'Neill 

Wing Peter Pattison Marin Silec Michael Chase 

Fly half Frank Kuzba Terry Kane Tim Marrinan 

Half Back Barry Dowling Peter Goodwin David Fleming 

Lock John Mooney Peter Driscoll Robert Casey 

Breakaway Mick Steel (Dec'd) John Flynn Kev Sullivan 

Second Row Howard Stewart (Dec'd) Sam Raffa Dale Kunde 

Second Row A. Behan   Nick Vidakovic 

Breakaway Pat Banks Alex Didgeoannis Lewis O'Rourke 

Front Row P. Trzcinski (Dec'd) Barry Fitzgerald © Mick Cathcart 

Hooker Neil McCormack Dave Irwin Steve Plazina 

Front row P. Stewart Kevin Lambkin Robert Amedee © 

Reserve     Mark Hanlon 

Reserve     Mark Woodhead 

Reserve    David Cameron 

     Mr. Paul Fleetwood 
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Coach   
 Br. Conrad Vance 

(Dec’d)  
Br. Ray Mulvogue 
(Dec'd) 

In 2019 we rounded up quite a number of players who were members of the 1959, 1969 and 1979 

teams.    

In 2020 we are better prepared and we hopeful that 2020 will see good attendance from our ex-players. 

I have published above a list of who we have contacted so far and who we are still missing.  

If you can assist with providing any of the details that we are missing we would be forever grateful. 

If you played in any of those teams for even one game please let us know also.  We know the list may 

not be complete so please prompt us if there are any names we have omitted. 

If my memory serves me correctly, we had a “cracker” of a team in 1960 and we did actually beat 

Ashgrove that year.    

That is a very good reason to get a good representation of players to represent Rosa at the 

Champagnat Sports Lunch in 2020.   It is highly probable the event will not proceed but it is 

still excellent information to have on file.    

We are very keen not to miss anyone out so if you are aware of any missing names from the above lists 

please advise us.   Kevin Lambkin has taken responsibility for rounding up team members from 1970 

and Rob Amedee is taking care of the 1980 Team members. 

The names highlighted in colour are those we have contact details for and those in white are guys who 

we need to locate. 

Obituaries 

Neil David Stafford: 08/10/1938 – 05/01/2020

It is with deep regret that I am sending this message to notify Past 

Students of Marist College, Rosalie of the passing of our fellow student 

and friend Neil Stafford. 

Neil grew up in Payne Street, Auchenflower, formerly Torwood, and 

was the older brother of Keith and Noel, both students of “Rosa”.   Neil 

Attended the 90th. Anniversary of “Rosa” in June and was able to catch 

up with past friends.   

Neil is survived by Beloved Lyn, wife for 55 years. Neil was a devoted and supportive Dad to Kathryn, 

Joanne and Angela and son-in-law Ian Dennis. He was a very much-loved Pop of Dylan, and his 

partner Elise, Xartiese, Remy and Dante Holdsworth and Darcy Dennis. 

Neil’s life was celebrated at a Funeral Mass at Christ the King Church, Churchill Street, Graceville on 

Tuesday 14th.  January 2020.   

 

1980 1st. XV Rugby Team 
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Bradley Lynch 

A very sad email was also received during the quarter from Owen Strath regarding his friend and school 

mate Bradley Lynch. 

I wrote to you with the sad news, Rosa Old Boy, Bradley Lynch, graduating class of 1975 

sadly passed away on the 12/12/2019 from prostate cancer in New Zealand, surrounded by 

family. 

  

Owen is close friends with his daughter Emma who has passed on some photos from his 

days at Rosalie and would like them along with the information of his death provided to the 

Old Boys community. 

  

If you need any further information please don’t hesitate in contacting me at any time. 

  

Owen Strath 

0401568310 

 

Keith Iselin - 24/09/1947–11/2/2020 

 
Keith passed away on 11th. February, very peacefully, after a long illness and 

is now at rest. 

 

Keith grew up in Bass Street, Rosalie.   He was the youngest son of Irene and 

Clayton, brother of Brian and Barry, both students of “Rosa”. 

 

Unfortunately, Keith has been too unwell to attend recent “Rosa” celebrations 

but he has been well represented at functions by both Brian and Barry. 

 

Keith was predeceased by his wife Carol, but is survived by three children –Jason, Sonia and Karla and 

his five Grandchildren. 

 

Keith spent the majority of his working life in the Australian Army in the Royal Australian Ordnance Corp.     

 

  



 

MARIST, ROSALIE
 

 

 
 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  
Jim Griffith 
E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  
Mobile: 0419 715 697 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Military Honour Board 

At the 2018 Ashgrove luncheon this Anthony Collins showed a slide of a mock-up of a proposed Honour 

Board for Veteran ex-pupils and he explained that it was to honour former students of both Rosalie and 

Ashgrove colleges who served our country in all conflicts on Active or Operational Military Service 

including “Peacekeeping and Peacemaking” Service. This of course does include National Service 

personnel who have this Service. 

Brian Iselin has been collecting information on this for some fifteen years now and many ex-pupils who 

will be honoured on this Board. This was originally arranged with the then Rosalie Principal, Brother 

Peter Corr to go ahead and gather this info on behalf of Rosalie. Adverts were placed in various papers 

and journals requesting them to respond to me so that I could email the forms. Have had a good 

response but just a few have eluded me. 

It is possible that you may know of others about whom we know little but have given service.  This 

may include parents, relatives or grandparents. 

In particular, Brian is searching for four veterans, or their families, to seek their permission for their 

names to be included on the Honour Board. 

 

             Vietnam:         George and Hector Godfrey 

              WWII:  Des Skehan (dec’d) 

                   WWII:  Cyril Walker POW (dec’d) 

  ?:   Danny O’Brien (Ex Submariner) 

Any information you can gather on any of the above names, would be greatly appreciated. 

Should you wish for more information or can assist with the whereabouts of the above Old 

Boys or their families please contact: 

Brian Iselin (07) 5471 2206 

   e-mail:  abi240@bigpond.com  

   or write: 23/21 Gracemere Blvd 

       PEREGIAN SPRINGS QLD 4573 

mailto:abi240@bigpond.com
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From the Vault 

We receive quite a few contributions from “Old Boys”.  Many of these are reflections of their days at the 

school.   They make interesting reading.   If you want to tell your story then this Newsletter belongs to 

you and we will always make a space for your memories 

If we missed your story in this Newsletter, please prompt me and even send it to me again.  Like many 

of us the memory is not quite what it used to be but nevertheless they are our own personal recollections. 

Maurice Cassidy – Class of 1955 
 

Class of 55 - Ten of us, of the 30plus, that passed 

the Junior exam 1953 (yr. 10).   came back to sub-

senior and eight matriculated to tertiary education 

end of 1955. 

 

I was school captain and my fifteen minutes of 

sporting fame was to win the mile at the 1955 TAS 

annual athletics.  I mention this achievement here 

because the time for securing any further athletic 

triumph is running out. 

 

Martin Gerry , John Campbell , Arthur Jewell , Tony 

Gardner , John Lynch , Barry Lynch , and Jimmy 

Hooper were classmates...and we were hot stuff !, 

with bags of style and snake-proof trouser 

cuffs...even so...none of our small and select circle 

will ever ..will ever object !..   (if catering arrangements force it on you James).to being lumped into 

the beer-swilling company of the survivors of our 1953 class... they. who so easily succumbed to the 

lure of high wages for 15-year old’s in the ever-expanding state public service. (leaving us to sixpences 

from our parents.)  ..In truth I almost joined them, but knew of an even higher child wage , and 

secretly sat the ctb/csb Test (really hard sums..plus Interest!...and Double Entry) and I told the Head I  

was starting work in the Volksbank after Christmas. 

 

Cyprian simply said “Send your mother to see me”.....as a result of which I got to go back to school !   

...his easy clincher being (as I was much later told) she wouldn’t have to pay any school fees.           

Again, much later the middle-aged me on holiday in my hometown professionally and monetarily 

enriched by decades of practice in the hub of empire, resolved to pay my school fees...  I typed the 

nineteen-fifties pounds, and all the years, into a clever machine and pressed the compound-interest 

button...and went white!...  so, reverted to historic simple interest and took the cheque to school. 

 

Such charity of that distinguished Principal was doubtless extended by him and his successors to other 

bright sub-senior or year 11 boys from economically unstable families, and in so doing they were 

acting in Marist apostolic spirit. A legacy of Marcellin Champagnat’s founding aim, to offer an education 

to the orphaned or abandoned local lads in provincial Loire, but that Saint, while schooling them, first 

and foremost provided protection from procurers who would abduce them to the city of lawless tumult 

that was Paris in the renewed round of revolution in 1830. 
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Fr. Cormac Nagle OFM 

I was at Rosalie in 5th grade in 1944; at Ashgrove in grades 6 & 7 in 1945 -1946. I went from 

Ashgrove to the Franciscan minor seminary at Robertson NSW. Novitiate in 1950, ordained at 

Stephen's in June 29th 1957. Taught at Padua College 1959 -60. Post graduate studies in Rome in 

Canon Law, JCD (SCL). Was at the first session of Vatican II (still have the entrance card), official 

secretary to two bishops at the Council. Post -grad studies in Moral Theology at Catholic Uni. 

Washington DC.  Lecturer in Moral Theology from end of 1965 at Franciscan Seminary and then at the 

newly formed Yarra Theological Union... 

  

Regards, 

 

Cormac (Malcolm is baptismal name) 

 

John Stitt – Class of 1962 

Hi Jim, 

 

Thanks for your reply. I’m in Narangba Aged Care. It’s a pretty new place in walking distance from my 

home. Jenny, who doesn’t drive visits almost every day. I haven’t been able to get home for an 

overnight stay but that will come as I improve. I am in contact with Tony Steel, Dick Lockic, Peter 

Bolton and others. Soon I will be taking some of them to the Qld Air Museum in Caloundra. 

 

I don’t know if you’re interested but I might mention the few ways I was of use to Rosa. 1st XI, 1st XV, 

TAS team, OC of Cadet Corps, Senior Athletics and not much else. 

 

Please keep the news coming. 

 

Regards, 

John 

 

Mike Saccasan 

Class of 1996.  
 

I enjoyed my time at Rosa and got to make friends not just with other boys in my class but also classes 

above and below. I thought Rosa and all who went to Rosa had a great school spirt. I sometimes think 

what would my teachers or old school mates be doing now, though I don't have any contacts for them 

now. It would be nice to one day see my school mates and teachers again. Anyway, I live at Deception 

Bay now. My address is 26 Cockatiel court, Deception bay 4508. Mobile 0410904540 and home phone 

38889845. I will have to tell my uncle. He lives in Toowoomba now and he went to Rosa. My father went 

to Marist Ashgrove as a boarder. 

 

There are seven other recipients from Mike’s year who will receive this newsletter.  I leave it 

them if they remember Mike and would like to give him a call. 
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Br. Adrian Story 

I attended Rosalie in 1955 and entered Year 6. I was there 

3 years and left to become a Marist Brother in 1957 at the 

end of Year 8 which was the end of primary school then - 

the Scholarship class. Four other boys left with me that 

year to become brothers (Michael Woolford, Jack Lynch, 

Anthony Kent and Terry Tanzer (see photo). I remember 

there were more than 70 students in my class. 

 

My brother Rodney Story entered Year 5 in 1955 and 

finished Senior in 1961 and won a Commonwealth 

Scholarship to University. His picture still hangs on the 

wall of the staircase as you enter the school from the 

Brothers house. 

 

I have many fond memories of my three years at Rosalie 

which was an excellent preparation for me to become a 

teacher and a brother. 

 

I will never forget the kindness of Br Cyprian in accepting 

me into the school because my mother could not afford 

full fees (my father had recently died suddenly and my mother was left with 5 children under the age 

of six) and the school at the time was full to overflowing with students. The great family spirit of the 

Marist Brothers was something that my mother never forgot. 

 

I hope this is a helpful contribution to the Rosa Database. 

 

God bless, 

 

Br Adrian Story 

 

Br Adrian Story 

  

Marist Brothers House, 

PO Box 5073 

(19 De Havilland Drive), 

Alice Springs 0871 

Mob: 0417 289 770 
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Peter de Haas – Class of 1969 

 

Dear Jim, 
  
Thank you for a great chat yesterday.  Here is the item in relation to my book which I hope is appropriate for the 
newsletter? 

  Age Quod Agis ….“do well whatever you do”  
 
 
In the spirit of our Rosa motto, Peter de Haas (Senior, 1969) has published 
a book with the aim of connecting (or re-connecting) Catholics with a rich 
and life-giving spirituality.  Peter was ordained a Permanent Deacon in the 
Diocese of Cairns in 2010.  Since then he and his family have been 
providing pastoral and spiritual support to isolated Catholics in the vast Gulf 

Savannah Parish in outback Far North Queensland.    
This experience, and stories shared along the way, were the original 
inspiration and motivation for this guide. However, much of the content may 
be helpful for others who identify as Catholic (or Christian) but are 
still longing or searching for a deeper and richer spirituality.  Some might 
be feeling spiritually lost…one of the meanings of ‘bushed’.  

 
The book is organised into two main parts: the first dealing with some big 
questions concerning our very existence, then leading into some of the key 

elements of Catholic faith and beliefs; and the second contains proven 
practices, some quite ancient, which have assisted countless Catholics (and 
other Christians) to personally encounter God, the God who 
is always seeking us.   

 
Drawing on some of these inspiring (and, sometimes, ancient) traditions, 
this guide provides guidelines or signposts for:  
 

o venturing into the mystery of God, as revealed by Jesus; 
o a basic understanding of the importance and centrality of the Kingdom of God vision 
 which Jesus proclaimed; 

o developing a genuine Catholic spirituality; 
o practising the presence of God; 
o prayer and meditation; 

o entering into the spiritual gift of silence; 
o ‘do-it-yourself’ (DIY) liturgies for use at home; 

how to read and pray the Bible; and 

o understanding the practical aspects of the Sacraments, including for when there is no    
priest, deacon or religious available. 

 
To assist ongoing formation, individually, within families and in small groups, the book also contains 
stimulating questions for reflection and discussion.  
 
This book can be ordered on line via its webpage https://echobooks.com.au/religion/bushed-catholics/  which links 

to a number of on-line sellers such as Amazon, Book Depository and Booktopia.  Bulk orders at discount can be 
arranged by contacting Peter de Haas on 0411407780 or by email.  

 

 

https://echobooks.com.au/religion/bushed-catholics/


 

MARIST, ROSALIE
 

 

 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  
Jim Griffith 
E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  
Mobile: 0419 715 697 
 

 

Rob Johnson – Class of 1975 

Rob was a member of the 1st. XV Rugby Team and 1st. and 2nd. 11 Cricket Team. 

He wrote: - 

I started at Rosalie in 1971 and finished as a skinny year 12 graduate in 1975.   Apparently, I was in 

the First and second 11's and First XV but if I recall barely won a game in the two years I played much 

to the annoyance of the respective coaches. 

 

Our year featured names from the local district, Cranitches, McClellands, O'Rourkes, Marrinans, 

Funnels and the likes of Michael Ryan who I see mentioned from time to time.   Despite prophetic 

threats from the teaching staff there were quite a few of us who did succeed at university or teaching 

college.   In those days many students left at the conclusion of year 10 and entered trades or the 

Police college.  Some are still with the Police. 

  

I went on to study at University of Queensland from years 1976 until 1983. 

  

Silverius Lenehan was the Principal on my commencement in year 8 but was replaced thankfully by 

Brian Sweeney was we entered Year 11 in 1974.  

  

The start of that school year was delayed by the Brisbane floods.  How could we forget that? 

John Vance taught us French, Philip Wilson taught English and later Brian Sweeney.   Pat Condon did 

accounting and geography.  Bro Silverius demanded that we know mathematics in between rugby and 

athletics.  Bro Francis tried his best to teach chemistry and physics which was difficult since Maths 2 

was taught in imperial units whilst Physics was in metric.  To this day that mental torment has equally 

stood me in good stead and in a state of utter confusion. 

 

After University I left Brisbane and have not returned.   Work has me in places all around the world but 

just now I have returned to Melbourne to weather out the corona storm.  When things return to 

normal, I will head back overseas but will keep an eye out for your bulletins.   

Cheers, Rob 

 

Steve Cloake – Class of 1966 

I started my education at the Sacred heart Convent I thought in 1954 so that was probably Prep 1 in 

the timber building was beside the church on the corner of Given Terrace and Fernberg Road. 

 

We went to the “Big School” behind the convent in Given Terrace for grade 3 and started at Marist 

Brothers the year after for Grade 4.  Brother Cyprian was the Principal. 

 

Many years later probably 1984, I had the pleasure of taking Brother Harold to a sleeper cutters camp 

about 100 km from Weipa on the Wenlock river where we got him some Cooktown ironwood sleepers 

for his woodworking projects back in Brisbane.  He1 was visiting a former pupil of the Eagle Heights 

College who was living in Weipa at the time.  
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Kevin Lambkin – Speech Night, Class of 1970 
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Senior Class - 1967 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left to Right: 

W. Shears, J. Cloke, D. Wilson, A. Daniel, P. Smith, S. Armonasco, C. Reville, 

R. Forbes, J. Bowman, N. Frizziero, P. Cowie, W. Walker, G. Spencer, P. Campbell, 

C. Begley, P. Sawyer, W. Liddle, G. Marczyk, P. Corrigan, D. Cumner, P. Kenny, 

R. Webester, T. Lee, R. Hession. 

Absent: W. Math, P. Gleeson, T. Reid 

Senior Class - 1967 
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Appendix A – Strength in Numbers Donation Forms 
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