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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE. 

 

 
It was, according to the 19th century novelist Charles Dickens, ‘the best of times and the 

worst of times.’ I’m quite sure each and every one of us could say the same about the year 
2020. There have been depressing things, surprising things and probably some positives out 
of the whole pandemic experience. 

 
 

Imagine yourself back in Palestine at the time of the birth of Jesus. A Roman occupying 
power, terrorists about the countryside, religious fanatics, economic dislocation, priests, 
princes, kings and governors all trying to outdo each other, corruption at all level of the 

administration and ordinary people just trying to survive. Sound familiar? Not an auspicious 
time to be born, especially in Bethlehem.  

 
 

And yet this was the very time God chose to reveal himself to us as a vulnerable and helpless 
infant. Everybody was waiting for a king, a conqueror, a deliver, a savior who would put all 
things right overnight. God does not work like that. 

 
 

 
This Advent and Christmas season be thankful for all the good that has come your way, no 
matter how small and insignificant that appears to be. Thank God for the gift of life, 

community, family and faith. Live out the Gospel message Jesus gave us in the story of the 
Good Samaritan when he explained who is our neighbour. Our neighbour is the one who 

needs assistance. Don’t pass by on the other side of the road. Jesus will be born anew every 
time you and I take his message to heart and offer that hand out and that hand up.  
 

 
From the Brothers communities and Ashgrove and Paddington we wish each one of you and 

your families the happiness of the season of goodwill. May God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be with you.  Always remember that Mary Our Good Mother is with us on the journey.  
St Marcellin Champagnat, pray for us. 

 
 

Br Neville Solomon fms.  
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Presidents Message 

I am very proud to have been elected to the role of President of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ 

Association for the next 12 months.   

I would like to thank past Committee members, including the very dedicated Past President, Joe 

Nowak, as well as Committee persons Chris Begley and Darren Cann who are retiring from office. 

I would like to thank all of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ for their support during a very tough year. 

I have been overwhelmed with the support and encouragement from all Rosalie Past Students, 

Past Teachers, Marist Brothers as well as Pam Betts, Executive Director of Brisbane Catholic 

Education and Mark Elliott, Regional Director from Marist Schools Australia. 

It was a pleasure to have Pam and Mark speak at our year-end luncheon held at the Paddo 

Tavern.   It underpins the value of our relationship with these two important organisations.  

In my working career I operated my own business for over seventeen years.  I learned very early 

on that successful achievement is directly attributable to having a good plan. 

We have a way to go before Rosalie’s name and DNA can be instilled in a new school, but as we 

are all aware, time moves very quickly.   We must be resolute in attaining the goals we set. 

We have new members on our committee and I am extremely proud of the skills and enthusiasm 

our team possesses. 

Our plan over the next coming weeks will be to develop goals for the next twelve months and 

strategise on how we will achieve them. 

First and foremost, we need to fill the gaps in our database by identifying contact details for past 

students, so we can update the current records we have. 

Another important goal will be to search for missing past students especially between 1990 to 

2008.     The “Old Boys” from this era are the future successors of the Association.   The younger 

generations are the future of The Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association. 

The Management Committee of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association wish you and your 

families a Holy and Happy Christmas and may 2021 be so far better than 2020. 

It has been a tough year and hopefully it is now behind us and we can move on. 

God Bless You All. 

Jim Griffith 
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Rosalie Old Boys Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ AGM - 2020 

The Rosalie AGM and End of Year lunch was held on 21st. November at The Paddo Tavern. 

While the numbers were down for the lunch on the previous year, it was a quality audience 

including important guests including Brisbane Catholic Education Executive Director, Pam Betts; 
Regional Director for Marist Schools Australia, Mark Elliott; Marist College Principal, Peter 
McLoughlin; Br. Neville Solomon; Br. Jeff Barrington.   

The following members were elected to the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association Inc. Management 
committee: - 

 

 

President    Jim Griffith 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Richard Marszalek 

 

Committee   Tony Buckley 

Tony Farrell 

Hien Le 

Alex Pringle 

Owen Strath 

 

We have included some photos from the event.   In 2021 we hope to improve on the 

number of attendees. 

 

The Paddo Tavern always provide outstanding service and we thank them for their 

efforts to cater for our requirements.  They do not charge for the room we use at the 

hotel and we thank them for their generosity. 

We thank all of those who attended and made the day enjoyable. 
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Pam Betts – Executive Director, Brisbane Catholic Education 

 

Pam delivered the following address to the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ end of 

Year lunch which followed the 2020 AGM. 

Pam opened by Acknowledging special guests – Br Neville Solomon, Br Jeff Barrington, Mark 

Elliott, Peter McLoughlin, Jim Griffith 

As we celebrate 175 years of Catholic Education in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we acknowledge 

the Marist Brothers for the contribution they made to Catholic Education. We stand on the 

shoulders of the Brothers and all other Religious orders who were the pioneers of Catholic 

Education.  

Marist College Rosalie is an important part of that 175-year story of Catholic Education. Through 

the great work of our Catholic schools – staff, parents and hours of voluntary work, we now 

celebrate 144 schools educating 74,500 students.  

Through our rich Catholic tradition, we continue to educate generations of young people to have 

an opportunity to become the person God created them to  

In this room we have past students of Marist Rosalie who have be, in the words of Pope Francis, 

through their profession they can make a difference in the world. experienced the richness of 

Catholic Education in the Marist tradition. I know you have made a difference in the world in so 

many ways.  

Brisbane Catholic Education enjoys a wonderful relationship with Marist Schools Australia and 

already work closely with Mark and the team to bring the charism of Marcellin Champagnat to life 

in many of our school communities.  

We want to continue this close partnership and we will work with Frank Molloy at the national 

level and Mark in the Archdiocese of Brisbane. Therefore, as we plan for the development of 

future schools, we will again partner with Marist Schools Australia for one of those schools to be 

enriched by the charism of Marcellin.  

At that school we will capture the spirit of Marist College Rosalie so that story of that great College 

will be preserved into the future. How this will look – we don’t know, but we will engage with Jim 

and the Old Boys to explore the possibilities.  

I wish the Old Boys Association all the very best and offer our continued support. As this year 

draws to a close, may the Christmas season bring you and your families abundant blessings as we 

look forward to 2021.  

Psm Betts – Executive Director, BCE 
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Marist Schools Australia 
 

A small group of past Rosalie students including the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Management Committee 

were invited to the Blessing and Dedication of the Rosalie Room at the Marist Centre within the 

confines of Marist College, Ashgrove. 

 

This room is available to our Association for 

small conferences and meetings and I am 

positive we will be availing ourselves of this 

invitation. 

 

It can accommodate approximately thirty to 

fifty attendees. 

 

It provides our association with a home to get 

together. 

 

The room itself has historical photos on the 

wall including a prominent photo of the first 

College Principal as well as Brother Cyprian 

Dowd. 

 

Also adorning the walls is a photo of the first 

students at the College and also the first 

cadet band in addition to a very early 1960’s 

photos of the Old Boys.   Hector Macdonald 

was the only member who attended both 

events. 

 

Past students are free to go to the Marist 

Centre which is located in the College grounds adjacent to the Moola Road entrance.    They can visit 

the room themselves. 

 

The room is also well used by other groups so it would be wise to call the centre on telephone number 

3354 0600 to ensure availability. 

 

The Newsletters for Marist Schools Australia is available on line and makes interesting 

reading.  Follow the link at http://msa.edu.au/newsletters-2020 

 

 
 

http://msa.edu.au/newsletters-2020
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Rosalie War Cry 

 

 

 

 

 

Cerise Blue Cerise and Blue 
Oompah Oompah Yakki Yakki Oompah 
Zulin Zulin Zulin Zah 

We know redigo (Drive, Lead)  we know prodigo 
Age Quod Agis 
Yah Yah Yah 
Who Who Who are we 
We are the boys from Rosalie....... Rosalie! 
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Advertising 

In 2021, we plan to increase our Bank Balance for the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association by 

using our Newsletter to promote fund raising through advertising. 
 

One of the best avenues to do this is through existing members who are involved in various 
businesses.   Our advertising is inexpensive for any small business.    
 

Our charge rates are modest.   For a full-page advertisement, the cost is only $400 per 
edition and $200 for a half page, per edition. 

 
Clients are expected to supply their own artwork.  We are happy to assist, but if the work is 
extensive, we expect to charge an additional fee for this service. 

 
We have already run a full page for Elliott and Harvey. Solicitors. 

 
if you intend to avail yourself of this service, we ask you for two weeks’ notice before 
publication.   There are usually four issues per year; Easter, Mid-year, Spring and Christmas.  

 

Commemorative Ties and Donations 

The campaign we ran in 2020 to raise funds to replenish the Rosalie Old Boys’ 

Bank Account has been very successful.   We need to continue increasing the 
bank balance so we can take on new projects in the future. 

There is large amount of historic memorabilia which needs preservation.   

There are photographs, records and scrap books that should never be lost.    
In the current age of technology, digital records are the perfect way to do this.   

A number of guys did not have a need for a tie and made a donation. 

WE STILL HAVE LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF TIES IF YOU MISSED OUT.   SOME 

MEMBERS PURCHASED A TIE BUT DID NOT ACCEPT DELIVERY. WE WOULD 

LIKE TO CLEAR ALL STOCK ASAP.  

The banking details for doing an electronic transfer for your order or donation is: - 

    Bank:    Westpac 

    Account Name: Rosalie Old Boy’s Association 

    BSB:   034 045 

    Account Number: 108 758 

REMEMEBER TO ADD YOUR NAME TO THE ELECTRONIC TRANSFER FOR 

IDENTICIATION. 
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Marist College’s Rosalie & Ashgrove – Rugby 1st. XV 

For the past few years, Marist College 1st. XV Rugby Team play a game against another AIC 

team in the competition wearing the Cerise and Blue coloured jerseys with the Rosalie Badge 
emblazoned on the shirt. 
 

The game is sometimes preceded by lunch in the Cyprian Pavilion and invitees include team 
members from Ashgrove and Rosalie for the corresponding decade year.  For example, this 

year would have included players from Ashgrove and Rosalie 1st. XV TAS and AIC teams from 
1960, 1970 and 1980.    
 

At the lunch members from Rosalie and Ashgrove present the players with their jerseys.   In 
2019, Derek Maclean, Captain of the 1st. XV Rosalie Team presented the Ashgrove Captain 

with his jersey. 
 
In 2020 the event had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.   However, Ashgrove 

did play in the Cerise Jerseys but spectators were not allowed to attend the game. 
 

A photo of the Ashgrove players wearing the Cerise and blue is pictured below: - 
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The good news in 2021 Ashgrove intend to invite players who 
represented Rosalie in 1960, 1961, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 
1990, 1991, 2000 and 2001 to the event. 
 

If you represented Rosalie in those years, we need to hear from 
you.    
 

 

If you can identify who was Captain in any of the above years or even team members can 

you please communicate those names to me.  If you have their contact details that would be 
excellent.     
 

You may have a photograph of your team from one of the above years.  If you could forward 
a copy to me, I can then search the database to locate players. 

 
Pictured below is an artist’s image of the jersey that the Ashgrove 1st. XV will wear in 2021.    

The second set of jerseys is a supporter’s jersey which can be purchased. 
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Supporters Jersey 
 
I have surveyed a number of our members and they have indicated they would be interested 
in purchasing a supporter’s jersey. 

 
The players jerseys are call pro-fit and are made of very elastic type material whereas the 

supporters jerseys are cotton and a looser fit.  This might be a more generous fit for guys 
who are more senior and need the extra looseness of clothing. 

 
If there is enough interest and we can meet the minimum manufacturing run for the 
supporter’s jerseys, we will place an order for you.   Be certain to read the order 

conditions. 
 

We will need to know your size at order placement.   We will require payment at time of order 
placement and we will not be accepting returns or exchanges.   We will definitely not be 
holding any stock so you need to be precise with your order. 

 
We will be contacting you in the next few days to provide further details on cost and delivery. 

 



 

 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  
Jim Griffith 
E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  
Mobile: 0419 715 697 
 

 

CERISE & BLUE  
MARIST, ROSALIE Newsletter 

   Age Quod Agis – whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly and well 

September 2020   VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 
Order Form 

Below is a copy of the order form for the Rosalie Jerseys. 

The conditions of the sale are: - 

1. The cost of the Jerseys is $85 each plus delivery and/or postage. (Approx. $14) 

2. Jerseys will not be shipped until fully paid for. 

3. Payment is on placement of order. 

4. The order cut-off date is 8th. January 2021.   Orders received after this date may not 

be filled. 

5. The expected delivery date is 31st. March 2021. 

6. You will have to come to us for collection, we will not be chasing you. 

7. No alterations to orders are possible after order and payment. 

This is a fund raiser to source funds to purchase jerseys for the boys who will be playing in 
the Marist Rosalie Colours and will be worn by the Marist College Ashgrove 1st. XV. 
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Pass the Baton 

‘Passing the Baton’ – is a 250-page classic which records all 80 years of Ashgrove’s sensational 

athletics’ history and is now available for purchase.  It is limited edition and will be sold out. To 

guarantee your copy please register your interest now with Peter Casey at caseyp@marash.qld.edu.au 

 

Our esteemed Rosalie “Old Boy” and College Captain from 1962, Dr. Tony Steele was asked to make a 

contribution to the publication and the tribute to Rosalie in 1962 is written on the following pages. 

 

This another example of how Rosa has been held in high esteem from our younger cousins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:caseyp@marash.qld.edu.au
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1962 – Rosalie’s Might Senior Athletes  
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1962 – Rosalie’s Might Senior Athletes (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosalie Bursary 
 
In 2019, the announcement was made by Marist College Ashgrove for establishment of a Rosalie 

Marist College Bursary for families of boys in need, so they can be offered education in the Marist 

tradition. 

Each year the bursary will be offered to a selected student.   The family of the boy offered the bursary 

will be asked if they wish to be named.  They are given that choice as a matter of privacy. 

We are proud to communicate that some of our Rosalie past students have made donations to the 

Bursary and we are hoping more will contribute as time goes on.   

The best way to give is through the “Strength in Numbers” program.   The reason being is that this 

program becomes the mechanism so that Tax Deductions can be made for any monies donated.    

Strength in Numbers 

“Strength in Numbers” is a program that is aimed providing a Marist Education for 
deserving boys who would otherwise miss out due to family circumstances. 

SOMETIMES IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW, AS INDIVIDUALS, WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE TO OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITY, HOWEVER COLLECTIVELY AS A 
GROUP WE CAN. 

For those who have received a Marist Education, you will know that you have not only gained an 

education and strong values, but you have also gained a network of friends for life. 

The Champagnat Trust’s new collective fundraiser ‘Strength in Numbers’ is an opportunity for groups of 

Old Boys to come together to maximise the impact of their tax-deductible donations, big or small. 
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How the Program Works 

Sponsor a day boy or a boarder for their senior years at Marist College Ashgrove with the option to 

support them through Years 7 to 12. 

Individual donors combined with 40 others, such as the ‘Class of ‘81’ will see the impact of a weekly 

individual donation of just $15 raise enough to cover a boarding student’s tuition for the year. Or 

maybe it’s the combination of the 1st XV rugby team of 1975 who could raise funds to cover a day 

boy’s tuition. 

You can truly make a difference as an individual if you come together as a group. So, grab your mates 

from school and give a young man the same opportunity you have had at Marist College Ashgrove. 

What to Do 
The form for donations in Appendix A of this newsletter so print it from there.  Fill out the donation 

form and send it to the Foundation Department indicating in your email this donation is for the 

“Rosalie Bursary”.   email: Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au or Mail to:  Marist College Ashgrove 

Foundation – PO Box 82, Ashgrove West Qld 4060 

 

 Snippets from the Past 

mailto:Foundation-mgr@marash.qld.edu.au


 

 
Please send any contribution to this newsletter to:  
Jim Griffith 
E-mail: maristrosa45@outlook.com  
Mobile: 0419 715 697 
 

 

CERISE & BLUE  
MARIST, ROSALIE Newsletter 

   Age Quod Agis – whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly and well 

September 2020   VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 
 

 

 

 

 

Military Honour Board 

At the 2018 Ashgrove luncheon this Anthony Collins showed a slide of a mock-up of a proposed Honour 

Board for Veteran ex-pupils and he explained that it was to honour former students of both Rosalie and 

Ashgrove colleges who served our country in all conflicts on Active or Operational Military Service 

including “Peacekeeping and Peacemaking” Service. This of course does include National Service 

personnel who have this Service. 

Brian Iselin has been collecting information on this for some fifteen years now and many ex-pupils who 

will be honoured on this Board. This was originally arranged with the then Rosalie Principal, Brother 

Peter Corr to go ahead and gather this info on behalf of Rosalie. Adverts were placed in various papers 

and journals requesting them to respond to me so that I could email the forms. Have had a good 

response but just a few have eluded me. 

It is possible that you may know of others about whom we know little but have given service.  This 

may include parents, relatives or grandparents. 

In particular, Brian is searching for four veterans, or their families, to seek their permission for their 

names to be included on the Honour Board. 

             Vietnam:         George and Hector Godfrey 

              WWII:  Des Skehan (dec’d) 

                   WWII:  Cyril Walker POW (dec’d) 

  ?:   Danny O’Brien (Ex Submariner) 

Any information you can gather on any of the above names, would be greatly appreciated. 

Should you wish for more information or can assist with the whereabouts of the above Old 

Boys or their families please contact: 

Brian Iselin (07) 5471 2206 

   e-mail:  abi240@bigpond.com  

   or write: 23/21 Gracemere Blvd, Peregian Springs 4573 

mailto:abi240@bigpond.com
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Class Reunions – 1966 

Standing L-R: Peter Harris, Michael Moore, Greg Stacey, Richard Duczmal, Tom 

Forster, Alan Whimp, Kef Dale, Greg McMahon, Tony Crowley, John Varendorff 

Sitting L-R: Richard Marszalek, Steve Cloake, Peter Rotolone, Brian Lewis 

 

If you or your Class are having a re-union, we are here to help you. 
Perhaps we have names on our database of people you are looking for. We 
add anywhere between 10 to 30 new contacts each week. 
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Appendix A – Strength in Numbers Donation Forms 
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