
  

Please send any contributions to Rosalie Newsletters to: JIM GRIFFITH 

E-mail: info@rosalieoldboys.com.au 

Mobile: 0419 715 697      

WEBSITE: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 
 

EASTER MESSAGE – 2024 
Each year our Association sends an Easter message to our members and their families. Easter 

is a time for fostering warmth to our family, friends and neighbours in our personal and 
business life.   It enhances those relationships and conveys communal sentiments especially 

to those less fortunate than us.    The tradition of sending Easter messages and greetings is 
vitally important.   These messages strengthen our bond between us and the recipients. 

In the past few years there have been many events which have impacted our lives and those 

of our loved ones.    

We have seen continued unrest around the world with 

outbreaks of war and terrorism which impacts mostly on 
the everyday person.   

Inflation and in some cases poor decision making by our 
leaders in Government are at the root cause of many of 
our problems.  There is waste and negligence by our 

leaders whose job is to take care of the people.  There are 
also those who profit from others misfortunes and can use 

these events for personal gain without due regard for 
anyone.  Cost of living is at an all-time high and making ends meet is driving people to take 
remedial action and often making poor choices.   We also need to investigate our own self-

management and decision making in our lives regarding finance and day to day living and 
correct our own bad habits.  We cannot always blame someone else.  We sometimes allow 

ourselves to be influenced by forces which we can control ourselves. What is most important is 
being kind to our fellow man. 

 

I hope all our members and their friends, families and extended families have a Holy 
and Happy Easter and they stay safe and well.  

"May the miracle of Easter bring you love, joy, and happiness to last a lifetime. May the 
divine love of God descend into your home to make it a heavenly abode."  

My prayer for all occasions is one I am sure we are all aware of. I learned it decades ago from a 
person who has been very important to me in my life and it has stayed with me ever since.   

Serenity Prayer 
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage 

to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. 

The prayer was originally composed by Protestant theologian Reinhold Niebuhr in the early 1930s. Initially 
popularised by one of his colleagues, the prayer began to spread widely without reference to the original author. 
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PRESIDENTS PIECE 
At the 2023 AGM we welcomed three new members to our Committee.  Andrew Boyle (1988) 
has settled in and taken up the reins of office of Treasurer.   Mark Plattz (2000) will form part 

of the social Committee and is also keeping our social media platforms up to date.  Chris Speare 
(1973, College Captain) is now our in-house IT consultant and is currently reviewing and 

making recommendations on changes to our processes and systems in that area.    Chris is 
also working with Ximena, our webmaster from Bohemia Design, he has undertaken a training 
course on familiarisation with our website and the development tools used for its maintenance.   

This means we can become more self-sufficient and carry out minor updates as required.  This 
will help save cost.   We are very fortunate to have these three younger guys with their 

expertise to add value to the Association. 

Also, at the 2023 AGM, we passed a resolution that in 2024 we would be introducing a 
membership fee of $25 per annum commencing on the 1st. July.   We will soon be sending you 

a notice from our Secretary that this will be due for payment.   This will be sent to all members.   
If you choose to become a full member you will receive member benefits which will be 

announced throughout the next financial year.   We can no longer provide you with our current 
service without membership funding. 

The first Marist Rosalie Cerise and Blue Newsletter was published in December 2018.  When I 

chat to Old Boys that I meet on a casual basis, it is an item that many tell me they enjoy 
receiving.  I would like to encourage you to contact me at any time if you would like an article 

or story published.   Your contributions would be most welcome, especially from guys who 
completed their education from 1980, to the present day.  We have only minimal information 
about events from those that attended the College in those years and it would be very 

newsworthy to publish their stories. 

We also need to update the “Notable Alumni” on our website at www.rosalieoldboys.com.au  

Please help me with updates to this section.    For those who regularly visit the website and 
have read that section, you would be aware that only a few names of high achievers from the 
1980’s period onward are listed.    We know there are many more who need to be recognised 

as notable Old Boys of Rosa for their achievements.   Therefore, we ask you to help us fill the 
gaps with the missing men that should be celebrated.  Because of the scant information we 

have, we are hoping that the person submitting the information could write a synopsis on the 
person. 

The same situation exists for photographs in the Gallery area “Through the Years”.   We are 

very lean on photos especially of students and teachers and events at the school also from the 
period from the 1980’s until the school closed.   We are not necessarily looking for class photos 

but individuals or teams who should be recognised.    When you provide us with photos, we do 
need captions identifying the event, year and names of those in the photos.  This makes it 
more meaningful reading to those who receive the newsletter or visit the website.   We have 

many old photos dating back to when the college opened, but unfortunately, many do not have 
names on those in the pictures, nor the year they were taken. 

We continue to look for missing souls who attended the school.   There are many who are not 
deceased, but also many others who have also left us and passed into eternal life.  My original 

goal was to recreate a roll of every student who attended “Rosa” but this is a very difficult hill 
to climb.   That does not mean we should not try.   For those who are still with us we need 
their name, email address or telephone number and their cohort and they year they finished. 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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We are currently in the process of uploading some speeches from an Old Boys Dinner from the 
1960’s where the then principal of the College Br. Cloman (John Murphy) made a speech.   

Another speaker at the dinner was the legendary two-time principal of our school, Br. Cyprian 
Dowd.   Br. Cyprian was also a founding Director at Wests Rugby Union Club and a plaque has 
been erected at the club to commemorate his work.   If you look at his photo in the Principals 

section in the photo gallery you can’t help but notice the look of a very stern man.  All students 
who attended the college when he was boss knew him as “Cyp”.  He was a tireless worker and 

oversaw the construction of the main building at the College in 1949.   He had a unique ability 
to muster troops including parents, parishioners, Old Boys and students to do volunteer work 
at the College.   I spent the first four years of my education at Rosa when he was in charge 

and I can honestly say he rarely ever smiled.  If you do listen to his speech, he surprisingly 
cracks a joke.  It has been rumoured to me by a very senior Old Boy he was not in favour of 

having an Old Boys Association, which I found surprising. 

Our first event for this year was The Rosalie Tribute Day held on 23rd. March.   This will be the 

last year the boys will wear the Cerise and Blue Jerseys and in 2025 we will probably be 
converting to the White Knights Jersey which the 1st. XV started wearing in the 1960’s.   If 
there is enough interest, we will give serious consideration to making available to our members 

a White Knights supporters jersey.   We will email an expression of interest in the coming weeks 
to ensure that we have enough interest to meet the quota required from the Manufacturers.  

We have three more events in the pipeline until the end of 2024.   

These are: - 

• The Marist Sports Day for representatives of 1st XV Rosalie guys in 1964, 1974 

and 1984. 
 

• The Marist Vintage Lunch – 16th. August. 
 

• THE AGM and Lunch – To be Advised. 

Our search continues for additional resources to assist the Association in various projects to 
lessen the workload on our current Committee.  There are always projects in the pipeline, so if 

you would like to be involved, we would be honoured to have your help and expertise.   We 
only ask you to commit to a small amount of your valuable time each week.    Please contact 
me on 0419 715 697 if you would like to be part of the team. 
 

Skills we are looking for include: - 

• Microsoft Office skills for editing and production of 

Newsletters and Bulletins. 
 

• Organisational skills to increase our membership and be part 
of events management. 

 

We hope you have had an excellent start to 2024 and it continues throughout the remainder of 
this year. 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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Jim Griffith 
OUR ASSOCIATION 

Our committee continues to work hard to ensure the history and memory of Rosa lives on.   

We do this by having strong membership and promoting the Rosalie brand through the 
events we hold.   We need your support and attendance at these events, to ensure the 

occasions are a success.  Your commitment, communication and enthusiasm are important to 
our success.  
 

Our numbers to events need to be improved.   
 

We had an excellent group of Old Boys attend The Rosalie Tribute Day for 2024 on 23rd. 
March.   After the game there was the impressive voice of our Old Boys doing the Rosa War 
Cry.  The icing on the cake was when the 1st, and 2nd Ashgrove Boys paraded in front of the 

Rosalie Crowd doing their response to our War Cry with their own.     If you have never 
attended a Rosalie Tribute game, you are missing out on a quality game of Rugby.  The boys 

are professionally coached by ex-Ashgrove Old Boy and former Queensland Coach Richard 
Graham.    
 

The attendees at the 2023 AGM and end of year lunch remained static at approximately sixty 
(60) but there is plenty of room for more.  The Paddo can fit double the number that they do 

in the room they kindly donate, for our AGM and lunch.    
 
The Marist Vintage lunch in 2023 was approximately thirty.  A couple of years ago we 

successfully negotiated with Ashgrove to alter the name of this lunch from The Blue and Gold 
Vintage Lunch to The Marist Vintage lunch.   We ambitiously thought it would encourage more 

attendees, but it has failed to reach the record attendance of over sixty a few years ago.  We 
have been disadvantaged for the past two years because of the unavailability of the Cyprian 
Pavilion.   Hopefully, the extensive renovations that have been in progress since 2021 will be 

complete and the next lunch will be bigger and better. 
 

A lot of work goes into organising these events, not only from our committee, but 
also the Ashgrove staff and their Old Boys Committee members who have given us 
unbelievable support since we resurrected our Association.  Everyone puts in a lot 

of effort to ensure the events are successful and this helps us to ensure The Spirit 
of Rosa lives on. 

 
It has taken six years to reach where we are now. We hope that we do not reach a point in 

time when the quality of the events is scaled down because we do not get sufficient 
participants.   We cannot run these events at a loss.  Breaking even is acceptable but a 
loss is not. 

 
Many of us, including myself, have varying opinions why our school closed in 2008 and in 

reflection it is probably a combination of several reasons.   My belief is that one of the most 
important was simple economics.    
 

 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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If you analyse the following table of Year 12 students over a period from 1996 to 2006 when 
it was announced the school was closing, it tells an interesting story.  We believe our records 
from that period are reasonably accurate. 

 
1996  -  63 

1997  -  74 
1998  -  65 
1999  -  78 

2000  -  39 
2001  -  39 

2002  -  54 
2003  -  63 

2004  -  63 
2005  -  41 
2006  -  32 

 
The question is why did the numbers drop so markedly?   I am not going to list varying 

reasons why, but in a pure economic sense, no business can keep its doors open if the money 
is not coming through the door. 
 

It is interesting to also analyse the Principals of the College during the periods above and 
compare the numbers above with who was in charge. 

 
    Charles Disney  1996 – 1998 
    Michael Carroll  1998 – 1999 

    Br. Anthony Galletta 2000 – 2001 
    Br. Peter Corr  2002 - 2006 

 
Should the school have closed? The obvious answer is NO!  Why? Because of its 
strategic position and its importance and history of educating men who became 

outstanding citizens and family men in our community.   No one will deny that Rosalie 
school was well past the due date for a makeover and probably needed to change its modus 

operandi.  Perhaps it should have done more self-examination.  Was the school providing an 
education what families wanted for their children at the time?   
 

Why is this important to us now? 
 

We see the possibility of history repeating itself with our Association to what occurred in 2008 
with our School.   Despite adversities of having very few records and information we have 
built a very strong Old Boys Association with the help of hard-working committee people, 

some Old Boys from the College and Marist College Ashgrove and their Old Boys’ Committee.  
We have a large membership list, but it does not translate into a strong attendance at our 

events.  If our members do not support the Old Boys’ Association then it could 
eventually fade into a distant memory, the same way our beloved school has. 
 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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The total membership of the Rosalie Old Boys’ Association is approximately 1,400 

but we are still missing the details of many past students. 
 

In 2029, it will be the Centenary Anniversary of the opening of Marist College 
Rosalie in Fernberg Road.  
 

Your Committee has had some initial discussions and we are of the opinion a special 
event to celebrate the occasion is warranted.   We have already received a generous 

donation from one Old Boy towards the cost of this event.   We also have an 
indication from other Old Boys to help fund the anniversary.   In the coming months we 
will be sending our an “Expression of Interest” to our members to gauge interest in being part 

of a sub committee that will plan and manage planned events in 2029. 
 

While it seems a long way off, we know how quickly time passes and we think it is time to 
start the ball rolling on this project. 

  
It is vital that you, our members, support our Association and its goals and 
objectives so the Catholic Community see that Rosalie is still functioning through 

our “Old Boys” Association. 
 

One of our major goals for 2023 was to support Marist Charities in our region so we can 
assist those who have not been blessed with the same educational opportunities we 
experienced. Because our association is not a registered Not-for-profit organisation and any 

money we raise and donate needs to be directed through the correct channels, especially for 
those wanting to claim donations as a Tax Deduction.   This is one of the reasons we chose to 

work with is Australian Marist Solidarity. 
 

Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS) is the international agency for the aid and development 

work of the Marist Province of Australia throughout Asia and the Pacific Islands. AMS works 
with the people in this region on a combination of long-term and short-term development 
projects. These projects aim to develop or support locally sustained education opportunities 

for the young people in these regions. 
 

Please visit their website at www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au if you wish to familiarise 
yourself with this organisation and understand the work they do. 

 
We set ourselves a target of $5,000 for the year and exceeded this largely by the generosity 
of one past student who made this donation so we could achieve our goal.   We thank him 

sincerely for his wonderful gift to help people less fortunate in receiving the wonderful 
education we had. 

 
In 2024 our target is $7,500 and because of the generosity of one Old Boy from the 1950’s a 
donation of $5,000 has been received.   This will help make the target much easier to attain.  

While the $5,000 is very generous, there has been only one donor this year, not another 
person has contributed.  

 
The challenge we have ahead of us is to get more people to give a small donation.  
Approximately two (2) percent donated to AMS which seems meagre when we have almost 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/
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1,400 possible donors on our database.  Please reach into your wallets and at the very lease 

donate the price of a cup of coffee or a beer on a regular basis to help people who are 
arguably the poorest people on our planet.   

2024 ROSALIE TRIBUTE GAME 

The 14th. annual Rosalie Tribute game was played on McMahon Oval on 23rd. March 2024.  

Originally this year the game was to be a trial match against St. Laurence’s but unfortunately, 
they had to withdraw and the program was changed as detailed below. 

Program - Marist Rosalie Tribute Match – March 23 

 

Games: 
 

Marist Ashgrove  vs  St John’s College - Nambour 
 

Ashgrove 2nd XV vs SJC - 30 minutes 
 

Ashgrove 1st XV vs SJC - 30 minutes 
 

Ashgrove 1st XV vs Ashgrove 2nd XV - 30 minutes 
 

Marist Ashgrove First XV will be wearing our “Marist Rosalie Cerise and Blue 

jersey”. 
 

1:00pm: Event Commences / Guests Arrive 
 

1:00pm-4:00pm: Beverage Service 
 

1:30pm: BBQ Served 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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2:00pm: First XV Game Commenced 
 

 

 

 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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History of the Rosalie Jersey at Marist College Ashgrove 

 

I received an email from fellow Old Boy John Richards, who kindly gave me history 

on the Rosalie Tribute Game and the Jerseys.  John was part of the group that was 

originally involved in organising the event.   

 

In 2009, following the closure of Marist College Rosalie, a group of five Rosalie old boys, four 
of whom had sons attending Marist College Ashgrove, spoke about and canvased ideas to 

help perpetuate the memory of Brisbane’s first Marist school. A number of suggestions were 
made, and as most of the old boys had sons who participated in rugby at Marist College 

Ashgrove, and understood the importance of the game at the school, decided that providing a 
playing strip for the 1st XV to be worn once a year in trial games played by the college would 
be a good way to achieve their goal.  

 

A number of these persons who were also involved much earlier in the purchase and the 
inauguration of the Marist Cup played between the two colleges annually. While that cup was 

only contested a few times, it remains pride of place in the Tower Block exhibition at Marist 
College Ashgrove. In the last playing of the game for the Marist Cup Rosalie, against all odds, 

managed to draw the game 7-7, a fitting way to conclude the competition. 
 

Following the closure of the college the first Rosalie jersey to be worn by Marist College 
Ashgrove 1st XV was in 2010 against Toowoomba Grammar at Suncorp Stadium in a curtain 

raiser to the Reds Super Rugby game. The group of Joe Nowak, Martin Silec, John Wiltshire, 
Chris Goddard and John Richards donated the strip. The games continued annually and in 

2017 when the gold strip didn’t arrive in time for competition fixtures the Rosalie jersey was 
worn for the first three competition games setting the team 

on course for an undefeated year.  
 

The first jersey, which continued for three years, was a 
cerise, blue and gold hoop design. Later designs incorporated 

the cerise and blue colours with gold numbering. In all three 
different strips were purchased by the old boy’s group, until 

the point was reached in 2019 when the Rosalie Old Boys 
Association took over the organising of the strip. 
 

For each of the ten years that the original group organised 

the playing kit, presentations were made to the playing group and the history of the Marist 

journey in Queensland and its special place in Marist education in Queensland was imparted 

to the players. 

 

John Richards - 1977 
 
 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

A summary of all events which have been scheduled so far for 2024 and a description of 

these events are as follows: - 

Marist Old Boys’ Sports Day – TBA 

The Old Boys Sports Day will be held on 1st. June 2024.  There will be a match being 

played against another AIC College on McMahon Oval. 

Team members who played in the 1st. XV for Ashgrove and Rosalie teams in 1954, 

1964, 1974 and 1984 and have registered will be invited to the lunch and events on the 

day.  We hope to see a large representation of players from that era who attended and 

played both Colleges. 

Please register when you receive your invitation. Without it, you will not be 

admitted to the lunch.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO RSVP TO YOUR INVITATION BY THE 

CLOSING DATE. 

All Old Boys and their families are welcome to watch the game. However, the official lunch 

is limited to players from those years. 

In past years Rosalie have had excellent representation at this event and we expect a strong 

contingent will be present at the lunch and official ceremonies again this year. 

Marist Vintage Lunch – 16th. August 2024 

When the Rosalie Old Boys Association lapsed into inactivity after our school closed in 2008, 

we were invited by Ashgrove to have a Rosalie presence at this event, which was then called 

the Blue and Gold Lunch.  In past years we have had up to sixty attendees and many more 

are welcome. 

In 2021, one whole table was filled with 1958 Rosalie Old Boys, some of whom had not 

caught up for a number of years.   It is a great venue for a class catch up and we encourage 

you to join us for a great day together.   The meal is excellent quality, drinks are included 

and the event is good value for money. 

Attendance is eligible to students from both Colleges who have graduated from the schools 

forty years or greater.    

Marist Rosalie AGM and End of Year lunch – TBA 

Details of the 2024 Annual General Meeting of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association and 

lunch are yet to be announced but we are endeavouring to hold these functions much earlier 

than the November timeframe we have booked in previous years.   Please visit the website 

where is likely up to date information will be posted first. 

The agenda for the day will be like previous years.  We will hold the AGM before lunch at 

11.00 am and lunch will follow. 

This year we will have some interesting entertainment and a surprise guest and hopefully 

some fun. 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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We ask that you help us to support this cause. 

 

 Use the following procedure to donate online: - 

Enter the URL https://marist-rosalie-old-boys-association-ams-donation-page-2024.raiselysite.com/  

1. into your web browser of right click on the link here and select “open 
hyperlink”. 

 
2. Select the amount you wish to donate. 

 

3. You will then be prompted to enter your name and other details. This 

will ensure you receive your Tax Receipt via email. 

 

Thank you for supporting our Association to help to change lives. 

 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
https://jpn01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarist-rosalie-old-boys-association-ams-donation-page-2024.raiselysite.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf5430770f98a4a79701d08dc4d1e5572%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638470039902721051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Rdx567A8sEx5vGJD1C5nrFly9x4tD1EGTu2g9QxwbI%3D&reserved=0
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ROSALIE WEBSITE 

We are receiving a consistent number of visitors to our website daily.  This site now been fully 

operational for over twelve months.  We would like to see more traffic to the site and that justifies the 

cost of maintaining the website.  

 

If you use social media, you can follow us on LinkedIn or Facebook.     It is intended that the website 

and social media will be the repository for communication we need send to our members.  Please visit 

www.rosalieoldboys.com.au regularly.    

 
 

  

Important Dates for 2023 

ITEM DATE 
  

Rosalie School Re-union 
 

TBA 
 

Marist Rosalie Rugby Tribute Match  
Ashgrove V St. Laurence’s 
 

23rd. March 2024 
 

Old Boys’ Sports Lunch 
1953, 1963, 1973 and 1983 

To be confirmed 

 

Marist Vintage Lunch 
Old Boys – Pre 1984 
 

16th. August 2024 

 

Marist Rosalie End of Year Lunch & AGM 
 

TBA 

 

MANAGEMENT MEETINGS  

 

The Management Committee for 1014 will meet monthly on the 2nd. Wednesday of each month but 

this is subject to change.   Meeting venues are either at the Lavalla Centre, Fernberg road Rosalie or 

The Rosalie Room in The Marist Centre at Marist Ashgrove, Moola road, Ashgrove. 

 

Please check with our Secretary, Jaccie Dawson on 0429 236 360 to confirm your attendance as a 

visitor and your attendance and the venue will be confirmed. 

 

Should you wish to present a paper or suggestion for consideration by the Management 

Committee details must be submitted in writing to the Secretary 14 days before the 

scheduled meeting.   We will invite you to attend a subsequent meeting to make your 

presentation. 

 

We encourage ideas that a are beneficial to our Association.   If there is a cost involved, 

we would request that an estimate also be included as part of the submission. 

 

http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

We are please to announce that The Rosalie old Boys’ Association now has 

its own dedicated pages on Facebook (Meta) and Linkedin. 

The URL addresses for those two apps is as follows: - 

 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/rosalieoldboys 

LINKEDIN: https://www.linkedin.com/in/rosalieoldboys/ 

We will be using the above accounts to post photographs, up to date news 

and information and events. 

If you are a member or contact on the previous social media pages, you will 

need to send a friend or contact request again to be added to the group. 

If you wish to post blogs or information to either app you will be free to do 

so.   However, if a post is considered not in keeping with good decorum, is 

considered contrary to the professional ethics and conduct of our Association 

these will be removed.    

Please visit these sites as soon as possible and become a member of the 

group. 

We encourage you to post comments, news and photographs to the website 

so what you post can be shared with other Old Boys. 

If you have suggestions or recommendations which are beneficial to all 

members, we would like you to continue to send these to the Management 

Committee at info@rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 

 

IF YOU CHANGE YOUR EMAIL OR CONTACT 
DETAILS  

WE NEED TO BE ADVISED IMMEDIATELY. 
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