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EDITORIAL 

HIGHLIGHTS AND PROGRESS REPORT, 2026  

 
Earlier this year, we advised members that, from 2026 onward, the Cerise and Blue Newsletter 
would only be published twice each year, the winter edition in June and the summer edition in 

December.    This change reflects the association’s manpower capacity.   The committee is 
currently one member short and another member unavailable for most meetings. 
 

We are also making greater use of Facebook to share photographs and timely updates with 
members, allowing us to communicate more promptly rather than asking members to wait 

several weeks for news from the MROBA. 
 

Members can access The Rosalie OBA Facebook page here: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079548361996 
 

We have continued to deliver our regular program of events, including: 
 

• The Rosalie Tribute Match (March 2026) 

• The Champagnat Week Sports Day lunch (May 2026) 
• The Marist Vintage Lunch (August 2026) 

• The AGM and Lunch (TBA) 
• Christmas drinks at The Polish Club (TBA) 

 
In addition to the events listed above, we are considering one further event,  
Subject  to sufficient interest: a complimentary morning tea at the school in  

September.  Members will receive an expression of interest in the coming weeks. 
 
In most newsletters, we have invited volunteers to help sustain MROBA and preserve our  

“catch cry” that  “The Rosa Spirit Lives On”. In recent times, however, we have  
received not received any responses to these requests. 

 
Managing MROBA is a significant commitment; your committee remains highly dedicated  
and continues to work diligently on behalf of members. 

 
Engaging former students who attended during the 1980s through to the school’s closure in  

2008 remains a challenge. A recent example was the lunch held at Marist Ashgrove to  
recognise members of the 1956, 1966, 1976 and 1986 Rosalie 1st XV rugby teams. Fifty 
invitations were sent to former representatives and 29 former players accepted. No  

acceptances were received from the 1986 group and many did not even respond to the  
invitation. 
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We have spent considerable time reflecting on the reasons for the difference in engagement 
between those who attended the school before 1980 and those who attended afterwards. This 

difference is evident not only in event attendance, but also in the level of financial support 
provided to the association through membership or purchase of apparel. 

 
One possible explanation is the change in the school’s structure following the closure of the 
primary school, after which, the college catered only for students in Years 8 to 12. Before that 

change, many students began their education at Rosalie in Year 4 or Year 5, which may have 
allowed stronger and longer-lasting connections to develop. 

 
There are two further possible explanations for the decline in students’ loyalty to the school  
and interest in the MROBA.    The first is that students may not have been adequately inducted 

into Marist College Rosalie culture or given a strong understanding of the college’s rich history, 
traditions and distinguished former students. 

 
The second relates to leadership and school culture. In particular, it raises the question of  

how effectively school leadership from the managers of the school fostered pride, connection  
and a sense of cohesion among students and even past students. This concern arises because, 
while there are numerous class reunions among cohorts from the 1960s and 1970s, we  

receive comparatively little engagement or feedback from students who attended from the  
1980s onward. That is not to suggest such reunions do not occur, but rather that they appear  

to be less visible to the association. 
 
By contrast, one group of former students from the 1950s continues to meet for lunch each 

month. Although attendance is generally limited to around a dozen people, their ongoing 
commitment over nearly 60 years is remarkable. They recently celebrated their 315th  

luncheon, reflecting the enduring bond formed through their association with the school. 
 
Many reunion groups contact us because they know we maintain a comprehensive database  

and we are pleased to assist them in locating former classmates. We are happy to provide this 
support to all old boys, including those who are not currently financial members, to help make 

these events successful. At the same time, we encourage greater financial support from  
former students, as that support is essential to maintaining high-quality events and continuing  
to celebrate the legacy of this outstanding school. 

 
The period from 1980 to 2008 represents the largest cohort within our membership. We need 

former students from those years to become more actively involved, particularly as we prepare 
for the school’s Centenary Celebrations in 2029, when their participation will be vital to the 
success of the event. 

 
With the 2029 Centenary Celebrations approaching, we especially need support to ensure this 

milestone is recognised in a manner worthy of our school. That support may be financial, or it 
may come in the form of practical assistance. In particular, if you have skills in journalism, 
technology or event support, we would greatly value your contribution. 

 
The strength of the MROBA is its membership but a name on a list pale into 

insignificance compared with active members who participate. 
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We know there are many talented Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ out in the community because we 
do get some to come along to events occasionally.   We hear their stories and we listen to what 
they have achieved and we are proud they donned the cerise and blue colours. 

 

We must never forget our background and we should cheer for the heroes of our school.  We 

might not have had some of the bells and whistles and facilities of many other schools but we 
punched above our weight at sporting events against schools who had better amenities and 
many more numbers to choose teams from when went on to the sporting fields to compete,  

we always let the opposition know they had a battle on their hands. 

 

We had many Notable Alumni to be proud of and we had boys who grew into men and some  
of them represented our country proudly in a range of sports as well as business, politics, 
public life, the police force to name a few.  Take a few minutes and click on the to 

www.rosalieoldboys.com.au and navigate to the notable alumni.   The list is small and we need 
you younger members to come along and help us add some of the younger guys to make that 

list grow.  We need you to do that because we of the older generation need you to help us 
ensure their names and the identity of our school remain in our past students’ memories. 

  

In 1929 we will celebrate 100 years of our school and it will be a tragedy if you are 
not there to be part of its success.    

 

CLOSING PARAGRAPH 

If you read nothing else in this newsletter, please read the closing 
paragraph and hopefully it will resonate with you.    
 

Marist College Rosalie was never the biggest school, nor was it blessed with outstanding  
facilities.  

 
Set in a working-class suburb and with enrolments that ranged from around 350 students to,  

500 at its peak. 
 
It was in many ways an unassuming place. Yet from those modest surroundings came men  

who achieved greatly in sport, education, public life, business and politics.  
 

Rosalie was also shaped by remarkable figures, including its famous Principal, Br. Cyprian  
Dowd of the 1940s and 1950s, who was a founding director of Wests Rugby Union Club at 
Toowong, while one of his students, Barry Maranta, went on to become a joint founder of the 

Brisbane Broncos Leagues Club.  
 

These are proud chapters in the story of our school, but what matters most is the spirit that 
bound generations of Rosalie boys together. Although the school closed in 2008, its memory  
lives on in the friendships formed, the values instilled, and the deep pride that old boys  

continue to carry. More than ever, it is important that past students stand together, renew  
those bonds and ensure that “The Spirit of Rosa Lives on”. 
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MARIST ASSOCIATION OF MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT 
 

I was all set to send this edition of the MROBA Winter Newsletter when an event I recently 
attended prompted me to make a U-turn and add just a little more to this publication. 

 
I was invited to a gathering hosted by the Marist Association of Marcellin Champagnat, and  
I am so glad I accepted the invitation. 

 
Although the group was small, it was wonderfully welcoming, and I left feeling spiritually  

uplifted by the discussion and the beautiful words shared by everyone present. 
 
I wanted to share a small part of that gathering, which was held on the Feast of Marcellin 

Champagnat. The section was titled “Reflect”, and its message truly resonated with me. It 
reminded me how much better and more peaceful our world could be if we all took these  

words to heart. 
 

Reflect 

In a Reading from the first letter of St. John he mentions three important words.  “God is love” 

 

Those three words lie at the very heart of Christian faith.   They tell us that love is not 
something that God does from time to time.  Love is who God is.   Every act of creation, every 

gesture of mercy, every movement of grace flows from that divine reality. 

 

It is perhaps no surprise, then, that throughout history, whenever people have reflected deeply 

on what the world needs most, they have arrived at the same conclusion, love. 

 

In the 1960’s, amid the Vietnam War and deep unrest, songwriter Burt Bacharach and Hal 
David wrote What the World Needs Now is Love.   The song captured a world marked by 
conflict, division, fear and uncertainty. Reflecting on it years later, Hal David said he wanted to 

express a simple conviction: that love was the missing force capable of softening division and 
restoring humanity. 

 

More than sixty years later, the world still wrestles with many of those same realities.  We 

continue to witness war and violence, deep social division, growing loneliness, environmental 
degradation, and a loss of trust in institutions and in one another. We have achieved 
extraordinary advances in technology, communication , and knowledge, and yet many people 

begin to ask whether we have become better at living together as human beings. 

 

Perhaps, that is why the words of Pope Leo XIV, spoken at the beginning of his ministry, 
resonate so deeply.  He proclaimed: “This is the hour for love.” He called for the Church to be 
founded on God’s love, to become a sign of unity, and to open its arms to the world. 
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What both the songwriter’s and the Pope recognise is something fundamental about the human 
condition: our deepest words cannot be healed by efficiency, wealth, or achievements alone.   
At the heart of every lasting renewal is a conversion of the heart. 

 

Yet the Christian faith even goes further. 

 

The song tells us that the world needs love.   St. John tells us where that love comes from. 

 

“God is love.” 

 

Love is not simply a human ideal that we strive to achieve through our own efforts. Love has a 
source.   Love originates in God and is poured into the world through those who allow 
themselves to be transformed by grace.  

 

This was the insight that that animated the life of Saint Marcellin Champagnat. 

 

Marcellin looked on the young people of France and saw not problems to be solved but persons 

to be loved.   Heu understood that before education could be effective, before faith could be 
taught, before lives could be transformed, people need to encounter the simple reality that they 
were known and loved.  

 

His response was remarkably practical;  He did not begin with grand plans or strategies or 

ambitious plans. He began by creating communities where young people could experience 
God’s love through kindness, presence, encouragement, patience and care.  He believed that 
when people encounter authentic love, they begin to discover their own dignity and their own 

capacity to contribute to the world. 

 

That same invitation remains before us today. 

 

Our Marist Association theme, Full of Grace  - Transform the World with love, reminds us that 

God’s love is not merely something we receive, it is something we are called to embody.   
Grace is never given for ourselves alone.  It is given so that it might flow through us into the 

lives of others. 

 

The question, then, is not simply whether the world needs more love.   We already 

know the answer to that. 

 

The deeper question is this. 

 

Where is God’s love being called forth through me? 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Everything You Need to Know About the Annual Membership Fee and How  

Your Support Keeps “The Spirit of Rosa Lives On”. 

 

Background: AGM 2024 
At the 2024 AGM, MROBA members present approved an annual membership fee of $25, 
effective from 1st July 2024. This initiative secured essential funding for the association, with 
each membership year running from 1st July to 30th June financial year. 

 

Purpose of the Membership Fee 
This fee provides continue funding for MROBA’s operations and future projects,  
including the Centenary celebrations in 2029. It covers operational costs like website  

hosting, software, printing and other costs.  It helps ensure the association’s sustainability. 
 

How to Become a Financial Member 
To become a financial member, simply pay the $25 annual fee and provide your postal address. 
 

Instructions for Payment 

 
• Amount: $25 annual fee 

• Payment Method: Bank transfer or direct deposit 

• Bank: WESTPAC ACCOUNT 

• Name: THE MARIST ROSALIE OLD BOYS INC. 

• BSB: 034 045 

• Account Number: 108758 

If you pay by bank transfer, include your name in the reference field. For branch 
deposits without a name, SMS or email the association with payment details. 

 

Why Your Membership Matters 
 
Your contribution enables MROBA to: 
 

• Maintain our website and communications. 

• Support administrative expenses and cover other costs. 

• Fund the Centenary celebrations in 2029. 

• Provide resources for events and reunions. 

Material and Additional Benefits for Members 
 
As a financial member, you receive: 

 
• Member-only pricing on merchandise 

• A membership badge 

• Regular news and updates 
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Encouraging Continued Involvement 
The $25 annual fee is an accessible way to support MROBA’s future. Please renew promptly, 

update your contact details, and invite other Old Boys to join. 
 

Keeping the Rosa Spirit Alive 
 

• If you are a current member, ensure your renewal is up to date. 

• If lapsed or new, sign up and provide your details. 

• Share the benefits of membership and coming events. 

• Keep your contact information current. 

Contact and Enquiries 
For questions about membership or payments, contact MROBA by email or phone. We are  
here to help and keep you connected to all activities. 
 

Conclusion 
 The annual membership fee ensures MROBA’s continued success and helps  

preserve the Rosa Spirit for years to come. Your support honours our past and  
builds a bright future for all Marist Rosalie Old Boys. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/


 

Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association Inc. 
  

If you have contributions you would like to make to the newsletter 
Please contact: secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au 
WEBSITE: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au  

EVENTS - 2026 
 
THE MARIST ROSALIE TRIBUTE DAY 
Considerable care and enthusiasm went into planning the 2026 Rosalie Tribute Day,  
a special occasion on which Marist Ashgrove’s 1st XV Rugby players took the field in the  

historic Marist Rosalie cerise and blue. 
 

Wearing these colours was a powerful tribute to past 1st XV players who represented the  
school with distinction, while also honouring the proud sporting legacy of Marist Rosalie. 
 

The 1st XV faced St Peter’s Lutheran College, which had recently returned to the AIC Rugby 
competition after several years away. Although St Peter’s showed determination and  

competed strongly, Marist Ashgrove proved too polished and composed on the day. Guided  
by the experience of former Reds coach Richard Graham, the Marist boys delivered an  
impressive performance and secured a convincing victory. 

 
There is every reason to expect St Peter’s to continue developing as the program gains  

further experience and confidence within the AIC competition. 
 
Although the MROBA gathering was smaller in number, those in attendance thoroughly  

enjoyed the day. It was especially pleasing to welcome younger alumni from the 1980s  
and 1990s, who joined in the spirit of the occasion, shared a drink, and enthusiastically  

supported the boys in cerise and blue. 
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MARIST SPORTS DAY AND THE CYPRIAN PAVILION GATHERING 
Our attention turned to the Marist Sports Day, an event marked by a luncheon held in the  

beautifully refurbished Cyprian Pavilion. Invitations to this lunch are reserved for 1st XV 
representatives from both Ashgrove, Rosalie and St. Laurence’s, spanning the years 1956,  

1966, 1976, and 1986. The event was designed to bring generations back together, and the 
chance for old friends and foes to reconnect and share stories.  
 

MARIST OLD BOYS SPORT’S DAY – CHAMPAGNAT WEEK 

 
Event Overview 
On Saturday May 23rd, 2026, during Champagnat Week, invitations were extended by Marist 
Head of College, Mr. Michael Newman to Marist Old Boys’ Ashgrove and Rosalie who  

represented their respective schools in the years described above. 
 

Special Luncheon and Recognition 

The celebration featured a luncheon in the beautifully refurbished Cyprian Pavilion. Attendees 

were presented with a medallion commemorating their dedicated service as a member of the  
1st . XV Rugby Teams from Marist college, Ashgrove, Marist College Rosalie and St. Laurence’s 

College.  
 

This event has now become an annual tradition and a way of honouring those who proudly do 
their school and themselves proud in the fierce combat and rivalry between these esteemed 
colleges. 

 
A large crowd assembled to watch the game Marist Ashgrove between St. Laurences and they 

were treated to a spectacular game of quality Rugby. 
 
A description of the game itself was told perfectly by courier Mail Journalist, Nick 

Tucker and it is printed below together with a couple of photos. 
 

AIC FIRST XV RUGBY 2026: ROUND 4 REPORT; ASHGROVE TOPPLE ST LAURENCE’S  
IN OLD BOYS’ DAY SPECTACLE 
 

AIC First XV rugby latest: A round 4 ripsnorter unfolded between archrivals  
Ashgrove and Laurie’s as the blue and golds scored on the siren to snatch victory.  

 
Ashgrove secured a heart-pumping, last-gasp victory on the siren on Saturday to  
down archrivals St Laurence’s 17-15 in a battle for the ages on McMahon Oval. 

 
On the hallowed No. 1 turf, it was Ashgrove skipper James Johnston whose  

successive decisions not to take the three points on offer that ultimately won his  
team the game when he burrowed under multiple defenders and scored the  
go-ahead try to win. 

 
Down 15-12, Ashgrove stuck true to the ‘no kick’ policy and the fearless identity  

coach Richard Graham has instilled in the blue and gold since he came on board. 
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Last year Ashgrove kicked just four times (in general play) across seven games  
and that same attack-first mindset moved them one step closer to snapping a  
six-year premiership drought after knocking off a big rival in round 4. 

 
On Frasers Road, Ashgrove spun off on a trajectory toward the premiership after 

Johnston’s matchwinner made them the last unbeaten team in the competition. 
 
The enterprising ball in hand play by the hosts was heroic and when Johnston 

marshalled his troops to quick tap and not take the points to tie, hearts were in  
hands and thousands creeping forward on their seat in anticipation. 

 
Not many captains turn down the kick, time and again, to go for the ultimate glory.  
On a day where car parks on Grevillea Road, Frasers Road and the surrounds were 

 hot commodity, this was the type of courage people came to see. 
 

“We established an identity. The key for us has been the style of footy we play. 
Challenges bring joy for other people to see,” said Ashgrove coach Richard Graham. 
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THE MARIST VINTAGE LUNCH 
 

The final event before the 2026 AGM will be the Marist Vintage Lunch on 14 August. We  
warmly invite everyone who attended Rosalie up to and including 1986, and we would be 

delighted to welcome others beyond those years who would like to join us. This spirit of 
friendship and inclusion lies at the heart of our mission to Keep the Rosa Spirit Alive. 
 

While there may still be a little spirited pride in Ashgrove on the day, it is pleasing to see a 
growing appreciation for the rich history and contribution of Marist Rosalie. Many would say  

that recognition is well deserved. 
 

Marist Honour Board for ADF Veterans 
 

This year’s Marist Vintage Lunch will hold special significance for the Marist Rosalie 
community. 
 

Many years ago, Br Peter Corr and Marist Rosalie Old Boy Brian Iselin began a meaningful  
project to create an Honour Board commemorating Old Boys from both colleges who served  

our country in the Australian Defence Force, especially those who saw active duty. 
 
Although the project remained unfinished for many years, it was revived a couple of years  

ago when the Rosalie Old Boys, together with John O’Hare, resolved that this important  
tribute should finally be completed.    

 
The project was ultimately refined to honour those Old Boys who made the ultimate sacrifice 
while serving on active duty. We are pleased to share that the Honour Board has now been 

completed and will hang in the Ashgrove Chapel as a memorial to these fallen soldiers.  
 

We invite all Rosalie Old Boys to attend the Mass before lunch and join us in paying 
tribute to our fallen Old Boys, who gave so much in service of our country. 
 

We also warmly invite any ex-servicemen attending the event to wear their medals. 
 

Following Mass, there will be a tour of the Tower Block before we gather at the Cyprian  
Pavilion to enjoy lunch, refreshments, and the company of fellow Old Boys. 
 

Further details will be shared by email as arrangements for the day are finalised. We very  
much hope you will be able to join us for this special occasion. 

 
As Rosalie Old Boys, we will always remember that from Rosalie came Ashgrove,  
and that shared history remains an important part of who we are. 

 

The agenda for The Marist Vintage Lunch is as follows: - 
 

10.30 am  Thanksgiving and Memorial Mass at The College Chapel 

11.30 am Tour of The Tower Block 
12.00  Lunch in the The Cyprian Pavilion 

mailto:secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/


 

Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association Inc. 
  

If you have contributions you would like to make to the newsletter 
Please contact: secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au 
WEBSITE: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au  

THE AGM and Lunch 
The MROBA AGM is usually held in October and this may seem some time away, the date  

will arrive quickly and the event will soon be scheduled. 
 

The Agenda for the AGM is as follows: - 

AGM – AGENDA 

 
1. Opening of AGM 

 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM 

 

3. President’s Address 

 

4. Financial Report FYE 

 

5. Recognition of Proxies 

 

6. Resolutions: - 

 

7. Election of Office Bearers 

 

8. Questions 

 

Close of AGM 

 
When AGM documentation is circulated, members will be invited to nominate for Committee 
positions. We particularly encourage younger members to consider serving to help ensure  

the Association remains active, relevant, and well supported. We also welcome 
members with skills in Microsoft 365, business applications, and related technologies. 
 

The Rosa Spirit remains strong through the ongoing engagement and support of its 
members. 

 
The venue for the AGM is yet to be confirmed. The Paddo Tavern, regarded by many Old  
Boys as a traditional gathering place for our College community, is again being considered. 

 
Members will also be invited to propose amendments to the Constitution. This document can  

be read or downloaded from our website: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au. 

An expression of interest form for the AGM and/or lunch will also be distributed, together  
with a nomination form for members wishing to stand for elected office. 

 
A proxy form will also be provided for members who are unable to attend the AGM and wish  

to appoint another person to vote on their behalf. 
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HALL OF FAME 

The Marist Rosalie Hall of Fame was established in 2025, with Stan Pilecki named as the  
inaugural inductee, an honour befitting a truly outstanding Marist Rosalie legend. 
 

This year, the process for electing inductees to the Hall of Fame will be expanded, with  
Members invited to select and induct two individuals into the Hall of Fame. The intention is  

to welcome a further two inductees in both 2027 and 2028, followed by three in 2029. This  
will bring the total number of Hall of Fame inductees  to ten, with the hope of recognising  
them on a special Honour Board as part of the College’s centenary celebrations in 2029. 

 
To support this year’s selection, the Committee will provide a number of candidates before 

narrowing the field to a shortlist of approximately eight names. Members will then be invited  
to vote for three nominees from the candidates in order of preference via a dedicated email  
address. Full details, including the shortlist and voting instructions, will be shared in due  

course.  
 

The Hall of Fame is something that should have been established to honour many  
outstanding past students but was somehow overlooked.  It is just another initiative your 
committee has instituted to ensure The Spirit of Rosa Lives on. 

 
We encourage all Members to take part in recognising and celebrating distinguished past  

students of Marist Rosalie.  
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CHRISTMAS DRINKS AT THE POLISH CLUB 
 
For the past couple of years, the MROBA has held an informal Christmas gathering at The  
Polish Club in Milton. While it is not a fundraiser or formal event, it is a wonderful  
opportunity to come together, share good wishes, and celebrate the festive season in warm 

company. 
 

The Polish Club was chosen in recognition of the many Old Boys of Polish background who  
came to the school after the Second World War and went on to become valued members of  
our wider Australian community. 

 
Through school friendships, shared experiences, and even family connections formed through 

marriage, their contribution has become an important and cherished part of the Rosalie story. 
 
As Christmas approaches, it is a lovely time to gather in the spirit of friendship, reflect on the 

year that has passed, and look ahead to another year of connection, fellowship, and shared 
memories. 

 
Although attendance has sometimes been modest, everyone who joins us is warmly welcomed. 

Wives, partners, and family members are most welcome, and the evening reflects the open, 
friendly spirit that has always been such a valued part of our school community. 
 

Last year, we were also pleased to make a presentation to Bart Pilecki, son of the first  
inductee into the Marist Rosalie Hall of Fame. 

 
In 2025, guests were welcomed with platters of finger food on arrival. Drinks were available  
for purchase, and those wishing to stay on were able to enjoy dinner upstairs in the dining  

room at their own expense. 
 

As Christmas draws nearer, we will share further details about the date and arrangements  
for the evening. We hope you will be able to join us. 
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FUTURE CHALLENGES 
 
We are approaching an important milestone: in 2029, we will celebrate the Centenary of Marist 

Rosalie’s founding.  
 
To honour this occasion properly, we must strengthen engagement with Old Boys, particularly 

those from the 1980s through to the school’s closure in 2008, many of whom have become 
increasingly difficult to reconnect with through events and membership. 

 
When membership passed 1,400, we hoped that momentum would continue. While financial 
membership increased in the 2025 financial year, the growth was not strong enough to inspire 

confidence in delivering a Centenary event worthy of the school’s legacy. 
 

Attendance at annual events has declined over the past two years. Even so, it has been 
encouraging to see some Old Boys return after a long absence, reminding us that there is still  
a strong foundation on which to build. 

 
We need helpers to make this a success.   I remember clearly having fears back in 2019 that  

we would not get a good roll up to the 90th reunion at West’s Rugby Club.   We were surprised 
with a crowd of more than 300 attended. We are optimistic that you will be part of the  

crowd of people who overwhelm us once again.  
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GROWTH, COMMUNITY, AND CHALLENGES 
Considering it is seventeen years since the school closed our Association has flourished, 

expanding in both membership and spirit. Each year brings further opportunities to reconnect, 
reminisce, and support each other through reunions, catch-ups, and community initiatives. We 

have marked significant moments, paid tribute to those who came before us, and upheld 
traditions that make Marist Rosalie so distinctive. 
 

As we look towards the 2029 Centenary of our school, there is much to celebrate in the  
memories forged and the connections revitalised. Our journey from a handful of mates at  

Lunch to a vibrant network of Old Boys in itself is a cause for celebration. Here’s to many more 
years of shared stories, lasting friendships, and the enduring history of “Rosa.” 

 
SUPPORT AND ENGAGEMENT   
We regularly receive requests from Old Boys seeking information or contact details to  
reconnect with friends or organise class reunions, especially for significant anniversaries. We 

always assist with these enquiries and find it rewarding; many requests come from those who  
are NOT financial members, nor guys who attend events. 

 
These enquiries require time and effort, and we consistently communicate our commitment to 
serving our members, a principle that will not change. The committee has occasionally  

discussed whether we should focus on fewer members, prioritising more benefits for those  
who actively support the Old Boys. 

 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
There remains a pressing need to engage members who attended Marist Rosalie between  
1980 and 2008. Currently, we have only about fifty members from the 1950s, and even those 

from the 1960s are dwindling. Our strongest support comes from those who attended in the 
1960’s and 1970s. Without increased interest from  those who attended in the later years, the 

Association risks fading away, just as the school did. 
 

MOVING FORWARD 
The ongoing strength of our association depends on the active involvement and enthusiasm  

of our members. We look forward to working together as we honour our past and embrace the 
future of the MROBA. All Old Boys are welcome to attend our committee meetings, particularly  
if you have suggestions to share, please call ahead to confirm times and dates. 

 
Thank you once again for your support, friendship, and commitment to the initiative of The  

Marist Rosalie Hall of Fame and we see this event as a way of recognising those past students 
who did themselves and our school proud in their lifetime.   
 

If you are interested in learning about other famous Rosalie Old Boys, please visit our website  
at www.rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 
We look forward to more participation from members because it is the members who will  
decide who is the worthiest to receive next year’s award. 
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SUPPORT FROM EXTERNAL SOURCES 
Despite challenges, the MROBA has experienced a remarkable revival since its rejuvenation.  

This resurgence was achieved without requiring membership fees, thanks to the generosity of 
those who made donations and purchased apparel to keep the association afloat. The  

Transition to a membership fee model is now a necessary step to maintain sustainability.  
 
Marist Ashgrove has been a steadfast ally, providing web development support at no cost and 

welcoming Marist Rosalie Old Boys to the Blue and Gold Lunch, renamed the Marist Vintage  
Lunch to make the event more inclusive. Attendance at this event fluctuated, with about sixty  

Marist Rosalie representatives at its peak, averaging closer to twenty in most years. Marist  
Ashgrove’s subsidising costs, ensuring the event remains accessible. Their support has not  
gone unnoticed or unappreciated. 

 
It is worth noting that many of the critics of the MROBA’S relationship with Ashgrove are not 

paying members, nor do they contribute through donations or other means. Their voices,  
while part of our community, are not reflective of the support that sustains our association . 

 
GRATITUDE AND ONGOING SUPPORT 
We extend thanks to Mark Elliot and Marist Schools Australia, whose generosity in providing a 
dedicated conference room. The Rosalie Room is adorned with Rosalie photos, and gives our 

committee a dignified and inspiring space for monthly meetings. Their ongoing support, both 
practical and symbolic, strengthens the ties that bind our shared Marist heritage. 

 
A special thanks goes to Kristen, Marks Personal Assistant who always looks after our  

committee and arrange meetings for us. 

 
THE PATH TO CENTENARY: 2029 ON THE HORIZON 
As we look to the future, our eyes are set on 2029, the centenary of our beloved school.  

Planning for this milestone has already begun, and it promises to be a celebration worthy of  
our past. But we cannot make it a success without your active involvement. We will  

need funds, volunteers, and a united effort from  our members. This centenary is an  
opportunity to honour the famous men who have distinguished themselves in many fields,  

but also to recognise the countless everyday “Rosa.” Old Boys who have built families and 
communities with pride and humility. 

 
A CALL FOR CONNECTION 
Finally, we acknowledge that our database is still missing many contacts, a gap we know you  
can help us fill.   Reaching out to lost classmates, teachers, staff and friends and inviting them  

to join as members are vital steps as we move forward together.   We need to rise to the 
occasion and strengthen the bonds that define us, in memory of all that our school has given  

us and in anticipation of a centenary celebration that will be remembered in the future.  
  
Thank you for your commitment, your support, and your enduring Rosa pride.  

Together, we continue to build a future worthy of our past.  
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MARIST ROSALIE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS: 1929–2029   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONOURING A 100-YEARS OF EXCELLENCE, COMMUNITY, AND 

LEGACY   

As the calendar draws closer to 2029, Marist Rosalie prepares to mark a truly 

momentous occasion, the centenary of the school's opening in 1929. One hundred 

years is not merely the passage of time; it is a testament to vision, perseverance,  

and the enduring influence of a school that has shaped the lives of generations  of  

men educated at that facility. This centenary is not just a celebration for Marist 
Rosalie, but a cherished milestone for its entire community including Old Boys, 

teachers, staff, supporters, families, and friends, whose stories and contributions  
form the fabric of the school's proud legacy.  
   

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CENTENARY 
A centenary is far more than a date on the calendar, it is an opportunity to reflect,  
celebrate, and dream forward. For Marist Rosalie, this 100-year milestone is an invitation to  

look back with gratitude at the visionaries who founded the school, the educators who guided 
generations, and the students whose journeys began within its halls. It is a time to reconnect 

with old friends, rekindle school spirit, and share memories that have shaped not just  
individuals, but the very community itself. 
 

This centenary will also be a chance to honour traditions, highlight the school’s unique 
contributions to education and society.  

mailto:secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/


 

Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association Inc. 
  

If you have contributions you would like to make to the newsletter 
Please contact: secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au 
WEBSITE: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au  

   

JOIN THE CENTENARY STEERING COMMITTEE 
To bring this vision to reality and ensure the centenary is celebrated in a manner befitting its 
significance, we are calling on the collective talent and goodwill of our community. Planning  

has already begun, and at the heart of the process will be the Centenary Celebration Steering 
Committee. This committee will be entrusted with setting the tone, guiding the logistics, and 
overseeing the array of events and projects that will make up the centenary commemoration. 

 
We need volunteers! Whether you are an Old Boy, a teacher, former staff, or simply someone 

who cares about Marist Rosalie, your involvement is invaluable. We especially encourage the 
younger generations of Old Boys to step forward and help lead the way, recognising that many 
members of earlier cohorts will be in their seventies or eighties by 2029. This is a unique 

opportunity to give back and help ensure that the Spirit of Marist Rosalie lives on. 
 

Who We Are Looking For 

 
• Younger Old Boys: Energy, a fresh perspective, and enthusiasm will be invaluable.  

Your participation will help bridge the past and present, and ensure the centenary is  

relevant to the Marist Rosalie history. 

 

• Experts in Technology, IT and MS Office: If you are comfortable with software,  

online collaboration, data organisation and communication, your skills will be critical. 

 

• Event managers and organisers: If you have experience in event planning, or 

project management, we welcome your expertise. Creating a memorable centenary  

will involve coordinating events, managing timelines, and keeping everyone on track. 

 

• CRM Application Users: Building connections is central to our mission. If you have  

experience managing databases of people, communications and contacts, we would  

love your help in ensuring everyone is included and informed. 

 

• Writers, editors, and creativity: One of our major projects will be a quality  

publication to commemorate the centenary. If you are passionate about storytelling,  

editing, design, or history, this is your chance to contribute to a lasting legacy. 

 

• People with a passion for the school’s history: If you love preserving memories  

and unearthing stories, your enthusiasm will help create authentic, engaging, and 

meaningful events and materials. 

 
You do not have to have all the above skills and you may only a one or two.  

That would be beneficial. 
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Steering Committee 
 
The Centenary Celebration Steering Committee will be the engine behind every success of  

our milestone year. Their responsibilities will include: 
 

• Planning the overall program of centenary events, large and small, formal and informal, 

inclusive to all ages and backgrounds. 

 

• Coordinating logistics, including venues, communication, guest lists, and scheduling. 

 

• Managing digital communications, invitations, and updates using IT tools and CRM  

Systems. 

 

• Developing and producing a commemorative publication, capturing the school’s story  

through words, images, and memories. 

 

• Organising a special dinner or lunch, bringing together generations of Marist Rosalie  

and Marist Rosalie Old Boys, staff, and friends in a spirit of celebration. 

 

• Reaching out to the broader community, including those who may not have maintained 

contact, to ensure everyone can participate. 

 

• Fostering an inclusive, welcoming, and celebratory spirit throughout all activities. 

Timeframe: The target is to have the Steering Committee in place by the end of  

2026. This advance planning will enable us to shape the centenary into a truly 
memorable and well-organised series of events. 

 

Celebrating Marist Rosalie: Projects and Events 
While the full program will be shaped by the Steering Committee, two key projects have  
already been identified as priorities: 
 

• A Quality Publication: A beautifully produced book or magazine will document the first 

century of Marist Rosalie. This publication will feature stories, personal accounts, 

photographs, and memorabilia. It will be a keepsake for all who love the school, a  

testament to its past. 

 

•  Special Dinner or Lunch: An opportunity for the entire community to gather, share  

stories, and raise a glass to 100 years of achievement. This event will be both a  

reunion and a celebration, welcoming everyone who has been touched by Marist  

Rosalie’s legacy. 

Of course, this is only the beginning. With your involvement, we can expand this vision by 
organising this important event.   Your ideas, talents and passions will help shape the event  
into an experience that is inclusive, memorable, and worthy of the school’s history. 
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How to Get Involved 
If you are interested in being part of the Centenary Celebration Committee, or if you would  
like to contribute your time, ideas, or expertise in any way, please do not hesitate to  
reach out: 

 
• Contact Michael Harvey at 0419 029 637 or by email at harvey.michael1971@gmail.com 

 

• Alternatively, you may email The Secretary at secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 
• We need to get planning under way.  Such a significant project is a major undertaking,  

and the earlier we begin, the better the results will be. Whether you can commit to a  
an organisational role or contribute ideas or stories, your participation will be valuable. 

 

Looking Forward: A Legacy for the Next Century 
The Marist Rosalie Centenary is more than a single event.   It is an opportunity to renew 

connections and celebrate achievements. By volunteering, contributing your expertise, or  
simply attending and celebrating, you become part of this living legacy. 

 
Let us come together to make 2029 a year to remember, a moment when we honour the  
past and celebrate the present. The countdown to our centenary has begun. We invite you  

to be part of this historic journey.   
 

IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS. 
Our Association’s success is built on passion and teamwork of committed MROBA members 
and assistance from Marist Ashgrove, their Old Boys’ Committee and dedicated college staff. 

Their energy and creativity bring life into every event and upholding our traditions.  
 
We invite you to share ideas, offer suggestions, and join in organising future events. Your 

involvement, whether through proposing new activities or joining committee meetings,  
shapes the experiences we create together. 

 
Our unity and participation show the wider Catholic community that Marist Rosalie’s spirit is  

alive and well. By supporting events, sharing ideas, and celebrating our achievements, each  
of us helps preserve and renew our cherished heritage. 
 

• Support our events, attend, volunteer, and spread the word! 

• Share your ideas to help us grow and thrive! 

• Celebrate our achievements and milestones together! 

 
MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 

The Management Committee meets monthly, on a date to be determined 

but this is subject to change. Meeting venues are at either the Lavalla 

Centre, Rosalie or The Rosalie Room in The Marist Centre at Marist 

Ashgrove.  You are welcome to attend any meeting. 
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MARIST ROSALIE CAPS 

New Cap Available for Members – Show Your Rosalie Pride!  

The committee of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association Inc. (MROBA) is delighted to 
announce an exciting new initiative for all members. In keeping with our commitment to  

foster community spirit and lasting connections, we have developed a custom cap for  
members to wear at Old Boys’ functions or whenever you want to proudly recognise your 
association with our school. 

 
Cap Details & Purchase Information 
An initial order for 50 caps has been placed by the committee from our supplier and we can  

now supply a cap to members. The cap features a distinctive design that reflects the tradition 
and pride of our college. You need to order before stock runs out. 
 

• Price: $45 (plus postage), or $50 including postage within Australia 

• Availability: Limited initial stock of 50 caps 

• Design: See below for the cap design  

How to Order 
Order forms will be sent to all members wishing to purchase a cap. Please keep an eye out  
for the order form in your email or mailing address. Once you receive the form, complete your 

details and return it as instructed to secure your cap. 
 

Show Your Rosalie Spirit 
Wearing your Marist Rosalie cap is a fantastic way to identify with fellow Old Boys at functions, 
sporting events, or out and about. Don’t miss your chance to own this special piece of our 

Association’s history. 
 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Michael Harvey. Thank 
you for your ongoing support and enthusiasm for the MROBA. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT MICHAEL HARVEY ON 0419 029 637 
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SUPPORTING THE MARIST ROSALIE BURSARY 

For many years, MROBA has proudly supported Australian Marist Solidarity and its work across 
the Star of the Sea Province, helping expand access to education for young people in 

communities where opportunities are often limited. 
 

Your generosity is already changing lives. Through the establishment of the Marist Rosalie 

Bursary in Timor-Leste, we are helping create meaningful, lasting pathways to education for 
students who might otherwise be unable to continue their studies.   

 
in 2024, the bursary was awarded to its first student, a significant milestone that reflects the 
hope, opportunity, and life-changing impact that education can bring. 

 

Why It Matters 
At the heart of MROBA’s commitment is a simple and enduring belief: 

Education has the power to break the cycle of poverty and 

open the door to a more hopeful future. 

How You Can Help 
In 2026, we have set a fundraising goal of $5,000 to continue building this important initiative 
and extend its impact. 

 
We understand that many families are navigating ongoing cost-of-living pressures. In that 
context, every act of generosity carries even greater significance, and every contribution is 

received with sincere gratitude. 
 

By supporting access to education, we are doing more than helping students learn. We are 
opening doors to brighter futures, greater independence, and stronger communities. 
 

A donation of any amount can make a meaningful difference. If you are able to give, your  
support will help us continue creating life-changing opportunities for young people through 

education. 

 

DONATE AT: https://rosalieoldboys.com.au/donations/  

 

Feast of St Marcellin Champagnat 2026 
As we celebrate the Feast of St Marcellin Champagnat, we invite you to take a moment to  
watch this message from AMS Interim Executive Director, Br Neville Solomon. 
 

In this reflection, Br Neville shares how the spirit of St Marcellin continues to inspire the mission 
of Australian Marist Solidarity and the work we are called to carry forward together. 

WHO IS AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY 
 

https://www.australianmaristsolidarity.org/ 
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AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY (AMS) 

Please visit their website at About Australian Marist Solidarity and 

familiarise yourself with this organisation and understand their work. 

Who is Marist Solidarity: AMS believe local people are experts on the challenges 

facing their communities and the solutions that will address these challenges. By 
working directly with community partners, AMS help them access the resources 

required to deliver quality education and serve young people where and how they 
need it most. To ensure young people reach their brightest potential, AMS partners 

with local communities in three key areas of work: 

Access to education - AMS facilitate access to quality education for vulnerable 

children and young people through projects in primary, secondary, vocational and 
tertiary education programs across Asia and the Pacific. 

Facilities for the future - AMS invest in infrastructure to ensure safe places for 

learning. 

Resilience and readiness - AMS support programs to build resilience, provide care, and 
empower marginalised communities to strengthen access to education and workplace skills 

and knowledge. 
 

MROBA WEBSITE 

You can donate directly via The MROBA Website. 

1. Simply for www.rosalieoldboys.com.au On the home page click on 

about then donations and follow the prompts. 

 

2. You can pay via credit card making a one-time donation or you can set up 

automatic monthly payments. 

 
 

3. Follow the prompts and once you have completed your transaction 

you will automatically be sent a receipt by email. 

Thank you for supporting this worthy cause. 

Your donation will directly benefit students at Instituto Catolico para a Formacao de 
Professores (ICFP) which are AMS supported, Marist Brothers run teacher training 
colleges in Timor-Leste. ICFP is one of only two primary education teacher training 
providers in Timor-Leste, offering an accredited Bachelor of Teaching. 
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MARIST ROSALIE BURSARY 
 

With your support and generous donations, the MROBA have funded the award of a 

Bursary and the first recipient is Rafael Mendonca—a dedicated young man who 
recognises the profound impact of quality education. 

 
Rafael is passionate about nurturing and 
encouraging young minds to reach their full 
potential. By investing in his education, you 

are not just supporting one individual; you are 
helping to uplift an entire community in 

Timor-Leste. 

 

“Rafael is 22 years old. He comes from 
Ainaro, a municipality to the south-west of 

Dili. His parents are both farmers and he is 
one of eight children. 

 

He started school in Ainaro and then came to 
Baucau to finish senior high school at the local 

secondary school. He finished in 2022 and 
started at ICFP in 2023. 
Rafael really wants to become a teacher in a primary school in Ainaro. He believes 

this is his vocation for his life. His favorite subjects at ICFP are Art, Psychology and 
Natural Science. In his spare time, he plays soccer and basketball. 

 
Rafael would like to thank all members of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association 

for giving him this opportunity to study at ICFP, since his family cannot afford to 
support him. The Association has made it possible for him to realise his dream!” 

 
Your contribution will enable Rafael to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to 

inspire future generations. 

 
Your donation ensures that sustainable, quality teaching can evolve in Timor Leste 
breaking generational inequalities. With your support, ICFP can continue to develop 

education leadership programs, transforming the lives of young people in Timor-
Leste. Together, we can make a lasting difference. 
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  AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY 
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We ask that you help us to support this cause. 

 
Use the following procedure to donate online: - 

Enter the URL https://marist-rosalie-old-boys-association-ams-donation-page-2024.raiselysite.com/ 

 

1. into your web browser of right click on the link here and select “open 
hyperlink”. 

 

2. Select the amount you wish to donate. 

 
3. You will then be prompted to enter your name and other details. This 

will ensure you receive your Tax Receipt via email. 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our Association to help to change lives. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
As you are aware The Marist Rosalie Old Boys’ Association has its own dedicated  

Page on Facebook (Meta).    
 

The link for accessing The Marist Rosalie Facebook page is as follows: - 
 

FACEBOOK:  https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079548361996 

 
We use the above accounts to post photographs, up to date news and information  

and events. 
 

If you wish to post blogs or information to you are free to do so.   However, if a  
post is considered not in keeping with good decorum, is considered contrary to the 
professional ethics and conduct of our Association these will be removed. 

 
Please visit Facebook as soon as possible and become a member of the group. 

 
We encourage you to post comments, news and photographs to the website so  
what you post can be shared with other Old Boys.   

if you have suggestions or recommendations which are beneficial to all members, 

we would like you to continue to send these to the Management Committee at 

info@rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WEBSITE 

Your Invitation to Explore, Connect, and Contribute  

Log on now: www.rosalieoldboys.com.au 

 

Welcome to the online home of the Marist Rosalie Old Boys Association, a  
community built on tradition, friendship, and a shared connection to Marist  

Rosalie. 
 
We invite you to visit www.rosalieoldboys.com.au to explore stories, memories  

and updates that celebrate our school’s history and the spirit that continues to  
unite its Old Boys and friends. 

 
Our website is designed to be welcoming, informative, and easy to navigate, and  
it grows stronger through the contributions of our members. If you have a story, 

photograph, or update to share, we would be pleased to hear from you. 
 

mailto:secretary@rosalieoldboys.com.au
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079548361996
mailto:info@orsalieoldboys.com.au
http://www.rosalieoldboys.com.au/

